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DAMMAM (Agenda) — His Majesty King 

be^m a woridng visit to 
Saxi& Arabia for talks with King Fahd Ibn 
AM^Aziz oo (he latest developments and 
isshes of mutual concern to the Arab World. 
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. TT^-^nian. News. Agency, 
J&txaJ.' said die visit comes 
within the framework qf the- 
constant.■ consultations and 
roordinalioobetween the two: 
Arab leaders.- ■ . _ 

- The'- King was received 
upon amvd by King Fahd, 
'Sandi70efence^aiid Aviation 
Mmister Prince Sultan Ibn 
AbdtiE Aziz, Foreign Minister 
Prince. Saud Al Faisal, East¬ 
ern Province Governor Prince 
Mohammad ibn Fhhcf, Prince 
SriltaiiJbn Salman,:'cabinet 


; members, senior civil and 
military officials, the Saudi 
ambassador to Jordan and the 
Jordanian ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia. 

King Hussein is accompa¬ 
nied on the visit by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai, Royal 
Court -Chief Field Marshal 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, De¬ 
puty Prime Miruster and Fore¬ 
ign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem and the King's special 
* advisor Amer Khammasb. 

The King was seen off upon 


departure from Amman by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah lbs Al Hussein, who 
was earlier sworn in as Re¬ 
gent, the King’s political advi¬ 
sor Adnan Abu Odeh, 
Cabinet members, senior civil 
and military officials as well as 
the Saudi charge d’affaires in 

Amman . 

Following the welcoming 
ceremony. King Hussein and 
King Fahd drove to the near¬ 
by Abdul Aziz air base where 
they watched a flypast by 
Saudi air force jets. 

Reports here said the two 
leaders’ talks were expected 
to cover the latest develop¬ 
ments in the Middle East and 
the Arab and international 
scenes. 
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60s Majesty King Hussein with King Fahd Dm Abdul Aziz of Sand! 
Arabia in Dhafaran Tuesday (photo above). BSs Majesty is seen off 
upon departure from Amman earlier Tuesday by His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ora Al Hussein (Petra photos) 



Mabin considers new anti-uprising tactics 


-OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said. 
Tuesday he was .considering 
bflgfflg'-PalesttiHans- who took 
pa rt_m pr otests from working 

members of a par- - 
fiam£ntary committee that ■ 
Pakstimans earned somc $600 
- y^_>frpfi|^Dbs _m ... 

; rWeJ fire.. freating--it'',^ •*:' 
privilege, pot a right,"; partid- =' 
pains at die. meeting of - the 
foreignaffairsanddefence 
committee quoted Rabin , as 
saying.. . 

About 105,000 Palestinians 
are employed in Israel, more 


riran half of them unregistered, 
according to the Labour 
ministry. 

Responding to criticism of 
the army’s newly-relaxed 
criteria for firing at protestes, 
which has led to record casual¬ 
ties, Ratio fold parliamenta¬ 
rians that troops must order 
“suspects” id halt and then fire 
at theJoysr part of the body if 
tije^.disc^bej^cL- —••• 

Palestinian sources said 
troops shot and wounded at 
least seven protesters, includ¬ 
ing two women and a 12-year- 
old boy, in the Gaza Strip as 
bnsinesses throughout the 
occupied territories closed 
Tuesday. • 


The strike was called by the' 
uprising’s clandestine lead¬ 
ership in protest at the demoli¬ 
tion of the homes of Palestinian 
activists. 

Soldiers shot dead a Palesti¬ 
nian teenager in the West Bank 
village of Hah] ah overnight and 
wounded another. 

At least 376 Palestinians 
have . died in the 13-month 
Patarinmn uprising in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

■ A senior officer told Israel 
radio the army was having 
problems achieving its goals in 
tackling the unrest. 

"This is a confrontation in 
special circumstances and we 
have to find the correct goals. 


the right processes and means 
because there is almost no 
situation in which we cannot 
succeed,” said Major-General 
Mosbe Bar-Kocfaba, an adviser 
to the army chief of staff. 

“This is not a situation with 
which we have to live.'’ Bar- 
Kochba said. “We will give 
consideration to the right 
answer in discussions and ex¬ 
changes. it is possible to end 
this tough struggle success¬ 
fully. 

He was speaking amid news¬ 
paper reports that senior offic¬ 
ers were pessimistic over the 
army’s ability to end the np- 
rising. 

The socialist Al Hamishmar 


Bush seeks help from lawmakers 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Basil, searching for ways to deal with the 
budget deficit, gave legislative leaders aa overview qf his agenda Tuesday 
as the White House s on g fa t to dampen the new administration’s first 
controversy. The Bap was started by a report that Dr. Louis Saffivan, 
Bush’s nominee to he health secretary, was out of step trim the president on 
die issue of abortion. “There's only one view — the president's view, 
‘‘White House spokesman Martin Fitzwater said, tefta r in g to Bush's 
statement to aati-abortMB groups Monday that he hoped the supreme court 
wonld overturn a 1973 deririo n legalising abortion. The New York Times 
reported Tuesday that Saffivan, Bush's only black cabinet nominee, had 
told lawmakers that he does not want the decision reversed. Saffivan 
reportedly said that be opposes public funding of abortion, but supports a 
woman's right to have the procedure. Sullivan was almost passed over for 
Bush’s ra b r . iet last month when questions arose about his views on the 
emotional issue, but Fitzwater said Bosh had no resets about naming ban 
and would stand behind the nomination. Top Senate Republicans said they 
expected Suffivan to be confirmed. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyais; VAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Downtown street realignment plan approved 


Rifai reviews imEiticipal 
efforts, pledges support 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai has voiced 
the government's support for 
Greater Amman Municipality 
and appreciation for its efforts to 
improve conditions and services 
in tbe capital and achievements 
over tbe past few years. 

The prime minister was speak¬ 
ing at a meeting held Monday 
evening at the municipality build¬ 
ing to discuss general plans to 
develop tbe central districts of 
Amma n and to improve road and 
street networks and provide 
essential services and utilities. 

Any municipal project of this 
nature should take into account 

public interests, and the muniri- ..... _ .. . _, , ^ .. 

palhy must ensure the rights of Zvd Ram , several members of the ytbmet aodsemor 

other parties, reduce to a mini- 9?*** Monday attend a meeting where a rene w wa s made of 
mom negative material or moral Grcater Amman Municipality services and plans (Petra photo) 
effects that such projects might veloping the central districts of he said, 
cause and to seek to implement Amman which, he said, are con- Rawabdeh said the muniripa! 
those projects at the lowest possi- gested with vehicles and pedes- ity proposes linking Rida an 
ble cost, the prime minister said, trians since the area is tbe central Saqf Al Sail streets, widenin 

Rifai underlined the import- shopping place of the capital. The Shabsough street and linking i 
ance of the ongoing process of mayor also presented the muniri- with King Ghazi Street am 
developing the Greater Amman Pauly’s complaints over narrow assigning Basman Street for set 
region, and said that the muniri- pavements, the pollution of the vice cars, 
paiity must be careful to opt for atmosphere in downtown, tbe The plan . he said, entails ec 
appropriate alternative schemes lack of proper services for Am- larging the streets in question an 
and most make allocations to pay man residents, the difficulty in widening pavement for pedes 
compensation not only to owners draining rain water, the presence trians. Such a solution can hel 
of real estate and other property of craft workshops and ware- reduce congestion and ease th 
but also to those who stand to houses in great numbers and the Sow of cars and traffic into an 
loose as a result of implementing lack of tourist facilities. out of the central districts of th 

municipal projects. Rawabdeh presented to the capital, Rawabdeh noted. 

At the outset of the meeting, meeting five proposals to solve Following general discussion 
Mayor Abdul Raouf Al Rawab- problems. The plans should be at Monday’s meeting, a consen 
deb presented a briefing on the carried out in stages because, sus emerged on the need fc 
problems which the municipality such development is costly and 

encounters in the course of de- requires a long time to carry out, (Continued on page 2) 



and Labour Party-affiliated 
Davar dailies quoted unnamed 
senior officers as predicting tbe 
uprising would continue 
through this year and possibly 
worsen. 

“According to their analysis, 
there is no solution to the 
intifada by military means,” 
Davar said in its lead article. 
“Their assessment is that cur¬ 
rent methods ot deploying 
forces are optimal and there is 
no way of getting more out of 
tbe forces in tbe field." 

Israel's Shin Bet service 
meanwhile arrested dozens of 
Palestinians suspected of be¬ 
longing to the “Palestinian 
(Continued on page 2) 


I 


LAST-MINUTE NEWS 


3SLAmilitlamen killed in blast - 

TYRE <AP) —Three IsraeB-offied Lebanese mifitiamoi were killed 
aari four qttuers wounded when a bomb went off under their vehicle as 
ib& wm patrolling hifaraePtsetf-prodabned^“security zone” in 
Sd^Ld^aaBBrTBewhig, paficeaaid. They^aid a rataeWas d et o n a te d 
uader an American-made mound peraoaad carrier of the South 
Lebaigm Anny (SLA) at mid-day near the vfltage of Kantara, 26 
jcflmttefaes east of the southern port of Tyre. PoHce said the SLA 
rdafiafed-by Aeffing. nearby: Kahrikha vfflage with mortars and 
ArfiBef? for .two;coasw»tire .lurnrs. 

EECieeksPLO reactions 

European Economic Commrmity (EEC) foreign 
seek Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) Cbair- 
tomsdble ocarinas b» tbe Middle East 


Damascus talks reportedly 
near Amal-Hizbollah truce 
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Saleh, ywdd npfce^detaBed ezafmnationofbgateialecoinouBC 
” an official TfaHim st atemen t safcL 
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DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
President Hafez Al Assad confer¬ 
red with Iranian Foreign Minister 
All Akbar Velayati Tuesday, as 
Syrian-Iranian efforts to end 
fighting between Amal and Hiz- 
bollah miHtias in Lebanon con¬ 
tinued for the third day. 

Hussein Musavi, a leader of the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah, said after. 
tiie meeting that an agreement' 
ending the dashes with Amal 
would be announced soon. 

“Enlarged meetings will take 
place at the Syrian Foreign Nforis- 
try, following winch a political 
agreement wm be annourced be¬ 
tween Hizbollah and Amal,” be 
said. 

Earlier Tuesday, reports from 
Lebanon said four people were 
killed and 14 wounded during 
fresh dashes between the rival 
groups. These raised the casualty 
toll to at least 172 killed and 332 
wounded since the latest spasm of 
fighting erupted Dec. 31. 

The fighting began with artil¬ 
lery exchanges late Monday, 
shattering a four-day ceasefire, 
and continued with int e rmitt ent 
mortar exchanges early Tuesday. 


Velayati,- who has been in 
Damascus since Sunday , also 
attended a meeting with his Sy¬ 
rian counterpart Farouq Al Shar- 
aa and Hizbollah representatives 
Musavi and Sheikh Ibrahim Al 
Amin. 

Sharaa met separately with 
AmaJ leader Naibfa Bern. 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency quoted Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Morteza Sarmadi as stating that 
Iran and Syria “are trying to 
bring closer together the views of 
Hizbollah and Amal, so that their 
differences can be resolved in a 
principled way.” 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, further quoted him as 
saying that Iran and Syria “have 
complete agreement on solving 
the issues facing Lebanon and 
putting an end to tbe dashes.” 

Beni said Monday that Amal 
would not agree to a settlement 
natD HizboBab banded over tbe 
as»uMBciTK of three Amal comman¬ 
ders. 

Hizbollah’s Musavi said a 
ceasefire would take effect once 
the meeting began later Tuesday. 


Hizbollah bad already unilateral¬ 
ly halted hostilities and would 
open fire oniy in self-defence, he 
said. 

“There will be three-party 
meetings and four-party meetings 
that wiU end with a comprehen¬ 
sive political agreement between 
Amal and Hizbollah,'’ tbe Hiz- 
boDah leader said. 

“This was a result of goodwill 
efforts exerted by all, especially 
following the meeting between 
President Assad and brother 
Velayati. 

'‘Both parties were keen to put 
an end to the problem and reach 
a political agreement. This was 
stressed by President Assad,” 
Musavi. said. 

Musavi said the militias would 
end propaganda campaigns 
against each other, exchange pris¬ 
oners and pledge to observe 
agreed limi ts on their political 
activity in Lebanon. 

He made no mention of tbe 
demand by Amal that Hizbollah 
hand over those responsible for 
Jolting three of its members in 
Beirut last September. 



,jnjf loqnge at Karachi airport, Pakistani officials said. It was 

Zi Steikb &iyecPs first meeting with Bhutto since -sfae took office in 
: Dteonbtty^ : . 
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?. Tutu urges Bush to scrap policy 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Desmond Tuta, chaUmgh^ President 
“ J Barit to extend Ms vision of a “kfaefler, gender” America,. 

_; «tged lihn. to reverse UK. policy towards South Africa. Bush’s 


More landslides feared 
in quake-hit Tajikistan 



~Bcflh has ordered police and troops to 
opesffre wffha^ wamingnn demonstrators after two security offices 
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MOSCOW (Agencies) — Resi¬ 
dents of earthquake-stricken 
Soviet Tajikistan braced them¬ 
selves for more landslides Tues¬ 
day as authorities there said a 
wall of mud which engulfed 
mountain villages was still mov¬ 
ing, hampe ri ng rescue efforts. 

Tbe Communist Party news¬ 
paper Pravda said that after¬ 
shocks from Monday’s quake, 
which left at least 1,000 people 
feared buried afive by the mud, 
could cause more landslides. 

It said a thaw in the Central 
Asian republic had softened the 
ground just before the quake, 
which struck less than two 
months after a devastating tremor 
in Soviet Armenia. 

The quake triggered an eight- 
kSffinetrc wide landslide of mud 
and sand that crashed' Into several 
mountain villages near the 
Afghan border. More than 400 


houses were destroyed, many of 
them day structures which could 
not withkand the impact. 

“Because of the tremors tbe 
soil swooped on the villages in a 
huge mass,'* Pravda said. “There 
is a danger of new landslides in 
tbe area if there are more tre¬ 
mors.” 

“Everything is flooded with li¬ 
quid earth which is still moving, 
mat’s why tbe rescue work is 
difficult,” A. Shein, a Tajik re¬ 
gional government official, was 
quoted as saying in the newspap¬ 
er Komsommskaya Pravda. 

At its epicentre 50 kilometres 
southwest of die Tajik capital of 
Dushanbe, the quake reached 
seven points on the 12-point 
Soviet scale — three, points less 
than the Dec. 7 tremor which 
killed 25,000 people in Armenia. 

' Authorities said they doubted 
rescuers would find many survi¬ 


vors from Monday's earthquake. 

“There is tittle hope (of finding 
survivors) because of the flood of 
dirt and mud,” said Erkin Kasy- 
mov, a spokesman for tbe foreign 
ministry in Tajikistan. “But 
while there is any hope, the res¬ 
cuers will keeg^working.” 

Vitaly Zhukov; deputy bead of 
the republic's Official news agen¬ 
cy, said 11 people died overnight 
in Dushanbe 'hospitals. 

Pravda said heavy snows fol¬ 
lowed by.a thaw saturated tbe 
Babatag hills With moisture; mak¬ 
ing the area prone to mudslides. 
The hiDs dferiook the devastated 
villages of Sharora, Okuli-Bolo 
and Okuli-Poyen, which were 
buried in mud. 

Tbe newspaper said past ex¬ 
perience had shown the Soviet 
Union is careless in its building 
techniques, especially in rural 
(Continued on pag* 2) 


U.N. trims 

Namibia 

operation 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar bowed to 
bndget concerns Tuesday and 
cut the Namibia peacekeeping 
foce to 4,650 troops for the 
U-N.’s costliest mission, esti¬ 
mated at $416 milfion. 

Black African nations and 
non-aligned countries have 
dashed for weeks with the Un¬ 
ited States, tbe Soviet Union, 
Britahi, France and China over 
the she and cost of the force. 

Tbe Organisation of African 
Unity (OALf) and non-aligned 
comtries insisted on having at 
least 7,500 troops dispatched, 
as indicated in the original 
1978 Secnrfty Council plan for 
Namibia's independence. 

But the five permanent 

members of the Security Cotm-' 
c3, who together pay 58 per 
eent of afl peacekeeping costs, 
objected to the projected $700- 
mOBon cost of sending that 
many troops. 

Perez de Cuellar said in a 
report to the Security Conned 
tint the authorised upper limit 
for the military component 
would remain at 7,500, tbe 
number proposed in the 10- 
year-oki council resolution that 
set terms for Namibian inde¬ 
pendence. 

But he said at this stage he 
would seek a bndget from the 
General Assembly only for 
4,650 troops “consisting of 
three enlarged infantry batta¬ 
lions, 30 military observers, 
about 1,700 logistic troops and 
headquarters staff of about 
100, all ranks.” 

The secretary-general said 
three enlarged infantry batta- 
fions, each averaging 850 of all 
ranks, would be deployed in¬ 
itially, with tbe other battalions 
being held in reserve. 

The African members press¬ 
ed for a largo* operation. A 
week ago the president of the 
South West Africa Peoples 
Organisation (SWAFOK Sam 
Nqjoma, who hopes to be tbe 
first bead of state of an Inde¬ 
pendent Namibia, said the 
force should be increased 
beyond 7,500 troops. 

Charging that South Africa 
was trying to influence UJi.- 
supervised elections in the 
territory and was building up 
its own dtflhary force there, 
Nnjoma said 15,000 U.N. 
troops might not be too many 
to deal with die situation. 


veloping the central districts of 
Amman which, he said, are con¬ 
gested with vehicles and pedes¬ 
trians since the area is tbe central 
shopping place of the capital. The 
mayor also presented the manici- 
pality’s complaints over narrow 
-pavements, the pollution of the 
atmosphere in downtown, the 
lack of proper services for Am¬ 
man residents, the difficulty in 
draining rain water, the presence 
of craft workshops and ware¬ 
houses in great numbers and the 
lack of tourist facilities. 

Rawabdeh presented to the 
meeting five proposals to solve 
problems. The plans should be 
carried out in stages because, 
such development is costly and 
requires a long time to carry out. 


Iraq releases 

U.N. revives bid 


he said. 

Rawabdeh said the municipal¬ 
ity proposes linking Rida and 
Saqf Al Sail streets, widening 
Shabsough street and linking it 
with King Ghazi Street and 
assigning Basman Street for ser¬ 
vice cars. 

The plan, he said, entails en¬ 
larging the streets in question and 
widening pavement for pedes¬ 
trians. Such a solution can help 
reduce congestion and ease the 
flow of cars and traffic into and 
out of the central districts of the 
capital, Rawabdeh noted. 

Following general discussions 
at Monday’s meeting, a consen¬ 
sus emerged on the need for 

(Continued on page 2) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
sent home 124 Iranian prisoners 
Tuesday, completing the first re¬ 
turn of Gulf war captives since 
November. 

A U.N. envoy meanwhile ar¬ 
rived in Tehran seeking to revive 
stalled peace talks and met senior 
Iranian leaders. 

Red Cross sources said the 
yellow-uniformed Iranians left 
Baghdad airpoit for Tehran on a 
chartered airliner, following 131 
freed Monday in a unilateral re¬ 
lease. 

There was no immediate sign 
that Tehran will reciprocate and 
resume prisoner exchanges halted 
Nov. 27 amid deadlocked peace 
ta lks aimed at ending tbe eight- 
year-old war. 

Tuesday’s operation took place 
as the United Nations' chief 
mediator in the peace talks, Jan 
Eliasson, held talks with Iranian 
officials tn Tehran, seeking to 
break the deadlock in the nego¬ 
tiations. 

Iran and Iraq baited a Red 
Cross-sponsored exchange, under 
which the two sides would free 
1,158 disabled and ailing PoWs, 
in November because of a dispute 
over the number of prisoners to 
be repatriated. 


Only 155 Iraqis and 56 Iranians 
were freed before the exchange 
broke down. 

The Red Cross has registered 
’50,182 Iraqi prisoners held by 
Iran and 19,284 Iranians in Iraqi 
hands. But U.N. and other offi¬ 
cials estimate that the number 
could reach 100,000 held by both 
sides. 

Tehran Radio said in a com¬ 
mentary monitored in Nicosia 
that the responsibility of achiev¬ 
ing progress in the stalled nego¬ 
tiations rests with LLN. Secret¬ 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
CuelJar. 

Tbe radio said Eliasson, 
Sweden's U.N. ambassador and 
Perez de Cuellar's special envoy, 
met with Deputy Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Mohammad Hussein Lavasani 
and discussed ways to end the 
impasse in the negotiations. 

Tehran Radio said Eliasson 
would seek to fix a date for 
resumption of the peace meetings 
adjourned since Nov. 11. 

But the radio said the key part 
of his mission was in Baghdad, 
where he is expected to arrive 
Friday, and his talks with Iraqi 
officials would show whether the 
impasse could be broken. 


Bhutto controversy 
ends with court order 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The first 
major controversy of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's rule 
ended Tuesday when a provincial 
official declined to appeal a court 
decision that went against one of 
her allies. 

A spokesman for the Baluchis¬ 
tan government said it would not 
appeal against a court order Mon¬ 
day that restored the dissolved 
provincial assembly. 

The assembly was suddenly dis¬ 
solved last month and the opposi¬ 
tion charged that Bhutto had 
conspired to keep an ally in pow¬ 
er. Bhutto rejected the accusa¬ 
tions. 

Four judges unanimously 
agreed that the dissolution of the 
legislature in Pakistan’s largest 
but least populated province was 
unconstitutional and was done 
without lawful authority. 

Baluchistan's advocate general 
filed an application to suspend 
the order and leave to appeal to 
the supreme court. He reversed 
that decision Tuesday saying he 
had no intention of fifing an 
appeal. 

The desert province bordering 
Iran and Afghanistan has been 
governed by a caretaker chief 
minister since Dec. 22, one week 
after Governor Mohammad 


Musa dissolved the assembly on 
the binding advice of Chief Minis¬ 
ter Zafarullah Khan Jamali. 

The affair, which broke out 
two weeks after Bhutto came to 
power following 11 years of milit¬ 
ary rule, sparked protest strikes 
in the Baluchistan capital, 
Quetta. 

A diplomatic source said the 
court order and the absence of 
appeal showed that “the rule of 
law is at work and a neutral body 
exists that takes difficult deci¬ 
sions.” 

Bhutto had advised the opposi¬ 
tion to take the matter to court 
instead of making accusations of 
conspiracy. 

Last month, Bhutto, 35, said 
the dissolution was constitutional 
but said her Pakistan People's 
Party would not interfere. Politic¬ 
al analysts said the dissolution 
saved Jamali. whose coalition in¬ 
cluded Bhutto's party, from los¬ 
ing a vote of confidence. 

Bhutto rejected accusations by 
the opposition Islamic Democra¬ 
tic Alliance that she conspired to 
keep Jamali in power. She said 
□either Musa nor Jamali had con¬ 
sulted the federal government or 
infonned it at the time of dissolu¬ 
tion. 

























































Heavy Soviet activity 
fuels speculations of 
final Afghan pullout 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Heavy military ground 
and air traffic around Kabul indicates the final 
Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan is in full swing, 
Western diplomats said Tuesday, as new fighting 
erupted in several regions. 


Afghan communist forces and 
rebels were fighting intensely in 
northern Kunduz province, and 
in Nangarbar and Kandahar pro¬ 
vinces to the east, said the diplo¬ 
mats, speaking to the AP in 
Islamabad on condition they dot 
be identified further. 

They said the current pace of 
the Soviet withdrawal indicated 
nearly all Soviet troops would be 
out oif Afghanistan by the end of 
January, ahead of the Feb. 15 
deadline set in a U.N.-brokered 
agreement signed last spring by 
Moscow. 

One source, quoting Afghan 
officials and East European di¬ 
plomats, said that a small Soviet 
force, possibly a single para troop 
battalion, might remain until 
Feb. 15. 

Despite the diplomatic specula¬ 
tion, Major-General Lev Sereb- 
fov, a member of the Soviet 
military command in Kabul, told 
Western journalists there Sunday 
that the final phase of the nine- 
month pullout had not yet begun. 

He said that the hundreds of 
fully equipped Soviet soldiers 
observed boarding military trans¬ 
port planes at Kabul airport this 
month were merely taking pan in 


a normal two-year troop rotation. 

Western diplomats said, 
however, that numerous Soviet 
armoured columns were seen 
moving north on the Salang 
Road, the main route to the 
Soviet border, during the past 
week. 

“(It is) clear evidence that 
troops are being withdrawn from 
Kabul," said one source. 

Another source said 52 
Ilyusb in-76 military transports 
were seen taking off and landing 
at Kabul airport during the week 
of Jan. 16-22, triple foe normal 
rate and 12 more than reported 
the previous week. 

Some of foe air traffic was 
related to the withdrawal, and 
some appeared to be part of a 
Soviet effort to resupply the 
capital with desperately needed 
food and fuel, the diplomats said. 

Half of an estimated 100,000 
Soviet troops in A fghanistan left 
the country between May 15 and 
Aug. 15,1988, in accordance with 
the U.N. agreement. 

Diplomats said their reports 
indicated about 15,000 troops had 
withdrawn from the Kabul area in 
foe last month, and that another 
15,000 remain. 


Diplomats quoted by Reuters 
said Afgh ans had been fighting 
each other for food in Kabul, 
boarding and looting shops and 
an army sergeant was shot dead 
in an argument over bread. 

The diplomatic sources said 
queues for food and fuel in foe - 
Afghan capital readied record 
levels early last week but were 
shorter by foe weekend after foe 
arrival of supplies from foe Soviet 
Union. 

“A member of a local militia 
shot and killed an army sergeant 
following an argument over bow 
much bread the militiamen was 
entitled to buy," one of the 
sources said. 

The diplomatic sources said 
Afghans also reported the death 
from cold of a child who had 
stood for several hours in a queue 
for bread. 

The embassies of Britain and 
the United States last week told 
their citizens to leave Kabul and 
West Germany said it was with¬ 
drawing its representatives. 

The sources said some of the 
supplies brought by air and road 
were doled out around the city by 
Soviet soldiers, but they were 
often swamped by people 

In a report from Kabul, the 
official Soviet news agency TASS 
said 1,000 tonnes of flour had 
been airlifted to the city by Tues¬ 
day, making it possible to “quick¬ 
ly overcome the food crisis in foe 
city.” 






MASS ARRESTS — Israeli soldiers keep Sunday. As many as 100 Fa fes forians were believed 
watch over a large group of arrested Palestinians to have been takesr to various detention centres, 
fined up against a wall on a main street in RamaHah _ 


Doctor hits Israeli policy 


LONDON (R) — An Israeli doctor said Monday 
scores of Palestinian children were effectively 
being condemned to death because they woe 
denied treatment in Israeli hospitals. 

Pediatrician Rnchama Marion blamed the chfl- 
dren’s-plight on Israeli government action, such as 
cuts in its medical budget for the occupied West 
Bank' and Gaza Strip during foe 13-month up¬ 
rising. 

At a news conference organised by Physicians 
for Children, a British group of doctors, Marion 
accused the .Israeli occupation authorities of “im¬ 
peding proper medical services as a tool of 
political pressure, and as a means of individual and 
collective punishment.” 


Out of 200 children currently sufferi n g from 
cancer in the West Bank, half needed treatment in 
Israel since facilities in the West Bank were 
insufficient, she said. 

“Israeli hospitals now hospitalise 20 of these 
cases, as opposed to 100 prior to the intifada. This 
literally means that the other 80 children are 
condemned to death,” she said. 

Marion is chairwoman of the Association of 
Israeli-Palestmian Physicians, set up last March to 
monitor unethical practices. 

“Prior to the intifada the civil administration in 
foe West Bank allocated 31,000 hospitalisation 
days for the Palestinian population. This number 
has subsequently been reduced to 10,000,” she 
said. 


Bazargan pledges 
to build his party 


Creek prosecutor shot dead 


ATHENS (R) — Leftist urban 
guerrillas Monday shot dead a 
supreme court prosecutor in the 
third attack on Greek law offi¬ 
cials this month. 

The Greek cabinet was sum¬ 
moned to an emergency session 
Tuesday after pao masked gun¬ 
men on a motorcycle pumped five 
bullets into Anastasios Venar- 
thos, 61, outside his house in 
central Athens. 

Pamphlets left at foe scene 
'Monday night's killing said 
Venarthos was shot by the ex-, 
treme left-wing group “Revolu¬ 
tionary Organisation May First.”. 

“Today’s killing and foe two 
previous attacks against law offi¬ 
cials in a short period of time 


must make us think of foe mo¬ 
tives and the aims they serve,” 
Socialist Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou said in a statement. 

A government spokesman said 
Papandreou would preside over 
emergency talks involving the 
ministers of defence, public order 
and justice and the chiefs of foe 
police, intelligence and the de¬ 
fence staffs. 

The shootings began Jan. 10 
when state prosecutor Costas 
Androulidakis was hit by three 
bullets in foe legs. He is still in a 
critical condition. 

Another senior prosecutor, 
Panayotis Taraso uleas, was shot 
and wounded eight days later. 
Both attacks were claimed by 


Greece’s most notorious guerril¬ 
la group November 17. 

November 17 said both men 
were “punished" because foe 
judiciary shared responsibility 
with corrupt politicians for a 
series of financial scandals. 

Police believe May First has 
dose links with die November 17 
guerrillas—and may even be the 
same group using different 
names. 

May First said it shot Venar¬ 
thos for supporting the extradi¬ 
tion of an alleged member of foe 
Red Brigades guerrilla organisa¬ 
tion in Italy. 

Greece turned down an Italian 
extradition request for Manrido 
Folini in February 1987. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Former Ira¬ 
nian Prime Minister Mebdi 
Bazargan, leader of the country's 
token opposition, says he plans to 
build his tiny, much-harassed par¬ 
ty into a national movement to 
challenge the political establish¬ 
ment, Iran's official news agency 
reported Tuesday. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA), monitored in 
Nicosia, said that Bazargan told 
the English-language Tehran 
Times daily in his first interview 
in seven years that his freedom 
movement will also name a candi¬ 
date in August's presidential 
election “if political conditions... 
are favourable.” 

“We will organise the party at 
all levels throughout the country 
so that we can present our plans 
to the people... who will give 
their verdict,” he said. 

“If that verdict is in our favour, 
we will naturally have foe right to 
form a government,” Bazargan 


was quoted as saying. 

The remarks by foe 81-year-old 
veteran politician, the first prime 
minister of the republic after the 
1979 revolution, appeared to be 
highly optimistic considering foe. 
s trength of foe main factions in 
foe Tehran hierarchy. 

But foe fact that Bazargan, 
who has been out in foe cold for 
nine years, was given a public 
platform dearly sanctioned by the 
authorities underlined efforts by 
Iranian leaders to ease political 
restrictions following the August 
ceasefire in the war against Iraq. 

His moderate Freedom Move¬ 
ment, a frequent critic of the Gulf 
war, is one of 28 groups winch 
have applied to register as politic¬ 
al parties under a Dec. 31 law 
approving the formation of poli¬ 
tical organisations, providing 
they do not conspire against the - 
state. 

Since Khomeini abolished foe 
ruling Islamic Republic Party two 
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Somalia, Ethiopia seek to normalise ties 

KUWAIT (AP) — Somalia and Ethiopia are pushing ahead to 
normalise relations, Somali Information Minister Abdul Rasheed 
Ahmad said Monday. “They have set up a ministers' committee for 
this purpose, and agreed to... withdraw military forces from foe 
border area, exchange of prisoners of war and resume diplomatic 
relations,” he told a news conference at foe end of a three-day visit 
to Kuwait by Somali President Mohammad Siad Barre. Somalia 
and Ethiopia last year announced they were restoring diplomatic 
ties after an 11-year break and ending border disputes that have 
lasted more than a century. Ahmad said the agreements were 
working and “we hope more talks will take place in future to 
resolve some outstanding problems." He made no mention of the 
Eritrean rebels whom Somalia has supported in their fig ht for 
independence from Ethiopia. 

Arrest ordered of Turk in kidney case 

ISTANBUL (AP) — A court has ordered foe arrest of a Turkish 
man who allegedly brokered the sale of kidneys for use in 
transplants at a London hospital, a public prosecutor said. Sait- 
Erem told foe AP that he sought Tunc Ay Kunter's arrest after 
details of the case were discussed Sunday evening on a nationwide 
Turkish televirion show. In foe programme, an unidentified 
woman and a man said they each had sold one of their kidneys with 
the help of a middleman to recipients at the hospital. They named 
neither the hospital nor the middleman. One kidney was sold for 10 
million Turkish lira (S5,600), foe other for six million Tu rkish lira 
($3,200), they said. The Istanbul daily Hurriyet had published foe 
story earlier. 

Ozal calls for unity, stability 

ANKARA (R) Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, facing 
nationwide municipal elections in March, has called on Turks to 
preserve stability under .a single-party government for the next 
decade. “Do not disrupt unity and stability. The time of coalitions' 
is over. If we can continue this for another 10 years, Turkey will be 
among the five leading nations of the world,” he said in a speech to 
municipal officials in Van, near the Iranian border, Monday 


evening. Ozal, a conservative, said his Motherland Party would see 
out the remaining four years of its five-year mandate and asked 
people to opt for local governments that would work harmoniously 
with central government. 

Police free W. German taken hostage 

BREMEN (R) — West German police Monday disarmed a Turk 
who held a lawyer hostage for 10 hours and demanded a one 
million mark ($550,000) ransom. Police said the 28-year-old 
kidnapper had entered the office of the lawyer, who was 
representing foe man’s father in a financial case, and taken him to 
his restaurant at gunpoint. Officials delivered the ransom and a 
written undertaking he would not be prosecuted. The man 
emerged in foe early evening to collect foe money, handed over his 
weapon to foe lawyer and soon afterwards was overpowered by 
police. 

Mousavi, Ramadan may visit Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Iranian Prime Minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi 
and Iraqi Fust Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan are 
likely to make separate visits to Turkey soon. Foreign Ministry 
sources said Monday. The sources said there were no dates or 
agendas yet for the visits, set tentatively for foe second half of 
February. Turkey m a in ta i ned good trade ties with Ir^n and Iraq 
during their eight-year Gulf war and is eyeing lucrative reconstruc¬ 
tion contracts in both countries. 

Two Libyans found dead In Athens 

ATHENS (AP) — Police Monday ruled out any possibility of 
crime in foe case of two Libyans found dead in their suburban 
Athens apartment. “We're sticking to foe conclusion of foe 
coroner that the two deaths were caused by breathing carbon 
monoxide... there is no evidence of murder,” a police spokesman 
said. He identified the two Libyans as Sanussi A1 Huni, 45, a 
journalist and Mahmud Beleed, 30, a photocomposition expert. 
Both Libyans worked for an Arab-language magazine published in 
Athens. “Huni and Beleed were found dead Sunday in their 
apartment in the suburb of Tzitzifies, said the spokesman. 


MniUJ 

rrrr-W7Tri 


»i 11 n t L~ 


, -PwtTTuTf A 

aiM-iie'ElLl 


MfljjjYf ii 1 i ,i 










K 'A 


75 iMltkH »ill'4 




FTTlin3«».Ut 


____ 

BSBIKIB 






Pil l i 1 ' I iJT 






ilTii® 


..._... 

py y ft''P ■ -VT 


► «;111:«1;;I 


11 tu'f'i; 




TT(4:|riTn m ■ i'-' ' 






Mefafi Bazargan 

years ago, foe Freedom Move¬ 
ment has been foe only recog¬ 
nised party in Iran. There are no 
official parties within the hierar¬ 
chy, but there are several factions 
which revolve around leading fi¬ 
gures which operate Hke parties. 

. The new tew is pari of a post¬ 
war move toward liberalising 
Iran's political and social life, 
heavily restricted during the war. 
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Riffai reviews municipal ef f orts 

(Continued from page 1 mentation, 
change and for the municipality The ministers of transport and 
to take action to solve the prob- telecommunications, municipal 
lem. But different views were and rural affairs, interior, public 
presented and proposals made at works and bousing and culture 
the meeting oh the municipality - and national heritage as weH as 
plan which, aecordmg to initial members of foe Traffic Commit- 
estimates, will cost JD 4 million, tee for Amman and .represcnta- 
The majonty supported the tives of the Amman Chambers of 
plan and the prime minister gave industry and Trade and heads of 
his consent and directed foe government departments were 
mayor to go ahead with its unple- present at foe meeting. 


Rabin considers new tactics 


(Continued from page 1 

Popular Army,” the Israeli 
military command said. Mflit- 
ary officials and Israel Radio 
said it was led by Fateh. 

The radio said that the main 
suspect, Abdul Fatah Hassan 
of Nablus, received weapons 
and money from Fateh and 
trained dozens of Palestinians 


for attacks against Israeli 
troops. 

Hassan also possessed spe¬ 
cial badges for his squads, 
which were based in Tulkarem 
area and were due. to train 
“hundreds of others” in diffe¬ 
rent areas of the West Bank, 
the radio said. -. v - - : : 

- No further details were ie- 
leased. 1 r " -T ’ ^ 


More landslides feared 


(Continued Gram page 1 

areas. But it did not specifically 
blame poor construction for any 
of foe deaths in the area, located 
about 2,900 kilometres southeast 
of Moscow. 

Komsomolskaya Pravda said 
rescuers who rushed to the quake 
zone from Dushanbe Monday 
found eight people alive under 
the mud and unearthed 26 


bodies. 

Pravda said 104 jieople had 
been sent to hospital so for. 
Thousands of volunteers were us¬ 
ing shovels to search fijrsnnovors 
as bulldozers, ^excavators and 
cranes -arrived in-foe area: Soviet 
troops were also helping out. 

- - West Germany anoffie United 
States have offered assistance and 
other countries are expected 
follow suit, Pravda said.... 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeJ: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 . Koran 

15:40 . P rogramme review 

15:45 .Children's programmes 

17*15.Programme on plan is 

17:35 .Onto!World 

Ili».News summary in Arabic 

lfc®5 . Cairo News Message 

1 8:15 .Arabic scries 

IMS . Local programme 

1W#.Common mistaJces 

1W9.Programme review 

2 fcM . ..News in Arabic 

2fcJ*.Arabic series 

2ld0 .Programme review 

21:40.Wrestling 

22J0.Varieties programme 

23M.News sommaiy in Arabic 

23:10.Programme (conld.) 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17=30 .Champs Etysecs 


19m . NewsinFrench 

19:15. Anjourd' bin en iordanie 

19i30 .News In Hebrew 

2M0 .News in Arabic 

2ft30 .Don't wait up 

21:10 . Panorama 

22L-00 .News in English 

2209 .. The Foot Mmutc Mile 

PRAYER TIMES 

.Fair 

0609 .fSuitrisc) Duna 

11.48 .Dtmhr 

14:42.‘Aar 

17.-06.Mndncb. 

18i» .-lsha 

CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God rhnwii %[. 

632785, 

St- Jawpb Church Td. 624590. 
Chnreh of the Aa—ndafl— TcL 

637440. 

KM la SeOe Cfaorek Td. 661757 
Ten-manta Church Teb 622366 


Church of the Amraadadon Tel. 
623541. 

AngUean Church Tel. 625383, Tel. 
628543. t ^ 

Armenian Catholic Chnreh Tel. 
771331. _ , 

Armenian Orthodox Chnreh Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Gbnrch Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chnreh Td. 
685326. _ t , 

Enngelleal Latheran Church Td; 
811295. 

Uahabow Congregation Td. 822605. 
The Cfmtcb rf Jams Christ sf Latter* 
Day Safaris Td. 815817, 821264 


Meteorology 

Ittwffl be partly dondy and temper- 
ahues wffl be around the annual aver- 
Winds wiD be fight and variable. 
In Aqaba, triads wul be northerly 


moderate and seas calm. 

MuAnax. temp.. 

Amman. 3/12 

Aqaba. 7/20 

Desens. 0/12 

Jordan Valley. 5/19 

Yesterday's high iwwywntmgi. Am¬ 
man 11.4, Aqaba 19.4. Humidity read¬ 
ings; Amman 49 per cent. Aqaba 30 
per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Al Najjar 775050 

Dr. Mahmoud Jabr.896691 

Dr. Wa'd KhartaM.615035 

Dr. Anwar Al 'Aqrabawi ..642696 

Firas pharmacy.661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

AlAscnuphatnxy ............. 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .—.623672 


Al Salam pharmacy.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmemani pharmacy .637660 


IKB ID: 

Dr. Mazes Abu Bakir . 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy- 


ZAJRQA: 

Dr. Ziad Hawaimeh. 
Khalifefa pharmacy .. 


. 274699 

. 


. (—) 

. 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

GvO Defence Department.661111 

Gvfi Defence Immediate 

Rescue..-.630341 

CTO Deftmro Emergency.. 199 

Rescue Pofcce.M2.&111L637777 

Fire Brigade...622090TO 

Blood Bank.775121 

Highway Police... 8 4 34 02 

Traffic Pdke.656390/91 

Public Security Department 

...®6000 / 685111 

H«d Complaints. 605800 


Price-Complaints.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints. 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Compbiats. 787111 

Tdqphonc information 

(tfiredory asristance) .12 

Overseas Calls. 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs. 623101 

Abddi Telephone Repain .661101 

Jordan Tdevision .....773111 

Radio Jordon'..774111 

Waier Authority .680100 

Jonlan Electricity Anihority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company.636381 

RJ Flight Information_ 08-53200 

Oneen AH* loll. Airport. 08*52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cootie._813813/32 

KhabdiMaternity,J, Amn... 644281/6 
Ak3ebMaternity,J. Amn,.;. 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Matermly^..,....4ti36iZ 


Malhas, J. A mman . 636140 

Palestine, Shmei&ani . 664171/4 

^Hnerrani Hospital..669131 

University Hospital.845845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital . 667227/9 

The l i dam i e . AbdaU .666127/37 

AKAhB AMtf .J'• 66416416' 

naban, Al-Mnhajrecn. 777101/3 

Al-Badrir.J. Ashcafieh.775111/26 

Amy, Maria .891611/15 

Queen AUa Hospital.60224(V50 

AJB^Hospital ..674155 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital. (09)983323 


IbnSaia Hospital ..@9)986732 

nUHD: ■ - - 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
BaAlNafcesHospital..^. (02^47100 

PrincessHayaHospital(03)3i4iir. 

MMKET RnCES 

■ Uppe^lower pace ia'-Sb per iy.--' 


.„..v.™ a.. 7 4607 4fl0 

B«ana .... .3S0 / 300 

Banana (Makammar) 300/ 250 

Beans..^."700/600-" 

Broad beam..750 / 650 

Cabbage..ISO i 100 - 

Carrow--...._.240 /200. 

Caufifloaier ...... v.;._240/ 200 _ 

Cucnhdw* .......__ 480/400 - 

Dmes^ - ^mr&O 

Eajpbfflt;..vjjprtoo.. 

OhWfc :_r'280’/ 200 

Criqjdruil *70/B0 


Camus 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates-_ o , 


Marrow . 

O™se^cnch)-;....i:..:!^350/300 
-Orat^(StamnWQ.^^>CP-/JgO 
Oiwge (loc^L-..t....,.;^^5(f/2a) 

• f~yl- »■■(,.» r> iSOji 

Tcpper (hot) 4<0 /400 

^440/40^ 

PWato,-250/280' 

M aafann .Ett/SW - 

Tomases 
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. Tb&programme, she said, aims 

'to" faaHfate"and' promote' the 
Itarning process through drama 
: i whicb provides, tlmm 
. press ideas andebneepts, and can 
: r enable paxtrapante to utilise their 
"‘ 'skills ahd> potentials?; f ., •;. .Y-‘ 
...■/>• The. contents of, the courses 
. ma>rporated. voice, and speech. 


rhytli nric aad creative movement 

i-sssA; dance, improvisation,, self 

’ expression and mime, physical 
* equation and its relation to dra- 

- ma, creative games, and drama- 
. tisation of subjects in the cuni- 

cuitnn. 

.NHF launched . the theatre-m- 
education project to 1987 to ex- 
-pand flie children’s learning 
^o pp ortunities through the crea¬ 
tive medium of drama and to 
.promote the dramatic arts to Jor- 
1 dan ^j ri- general.- It is one of 25 
...INHF^projects and programmes 
that aim to introduce new de¬ 

velopmental criteria to assess and 
/ enhance the total quality of life to 
'.the individual and the com* 
‘ iriumty. 

-:= Greater Amman Director of 
Education 'Mohammad Bani 
Hani made, a speech before the 

- .Queen paying tribute to her sup¬ 
port for this vital project which, 
he said, contributes towards the 
achievement of the objectives of 

the- first educational, conference 

held in Amman in 1987. 
i Among those present at the 
ceremony were Deputy Prune 
Minister and Minister of Educa¬ 
tion Thouqan Hindawi, Minister 
r' of Higher Education Nassereddto 

A1 Asad arid the teaching staff of 

Princess Alia School where the 

ceremony , was held. 
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KAMTHA(Petra, Jf.T.)-^ The 
medical sciences building project 
bei^ implemented by thcJordan 
Unireraty of.Sdeiice and Tech- 
riotoCT(JUST) Is ex pe cted to be ' 
: completed by - toe end of* 1990, 
facobrdmg to tfae dfrector of toe . 
university’s, projects department. 

- He. said-that' the buildings 
winch ivill- house.the facilities of 
jpQdictop^' dentistry, pharmacy 
-and nursing were betogset up on 
80,000 square metres-at toe esti-" 
mated cost of, 3D 14 million. 

•; Tito department director also 
said that a teacher-stud ent re¬ 


sidential quarters project, which 
would accommodate 12,000 
students and 58 fiats for toe 
readring staff, is expected to be 
completed early next year. 


He said that the residential 
quarters is expected to cost JD 
4.4 million. 


This project, he said, entails 
constructing eight buildings and 
their utilities, together with 
courts for sports activities, such 
as volleyball, basketball, tennis 
and other facilities, and is being 
set up on 40,000-square-metres. 
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HAMMOURI LEAVES FOR SENEGAL: Minis ter of Culture and 
■: NationalHeritage Mohammad Hammoori leftAmman Tuesday for 
^ Dakar, Senegal. totake part to the first meeting by Islamic ministers 
\ oFcnfriire.. The several-day meeting'will review reports on activities 
by &lainic xuuversities and cuJtural centres existing m the Orgaaisa- 
tioin tiflsJanric Conference (OIC) countries, according to the 
*ioiuister. T .AnQt^ pomr to be discussed, he said, is 

'^OpSying Vca/enda^ few Islamic feasts. Hesajdthe ministers will 
Tdiaaisfri toe -e^bBshmem'_tif ah international Islamic women’s 
-- orgainisationand a project for: streamfining cultural policies to the 
-Mamie World. (Petra). 

" ANANI BRIEFS KUWAITI TEAM; Royal Scientific Society 


orts 


i ~ 


relations. ind saufthat tbe RSS is linked with Kuwait’s research 
.centres and isct^ly cooperaiing with them to solar power projects. 
Anam wa&speakmgitt a meeting with a visiting delegation from the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Rnance whom be briefed on the RSS’s activities. 
-The deh^tion .touffed' the RSS departments and were briefed on 
their activitievjand programmes. (Petra) .. 


; LECTURE ON ARAB MUSlC: A lecture entitled “an old musical 
■; suite” (waslehV was presented by musicologist Yusra Arnita at the 
' Royal ^ Cnltrirar .jG^tatze . to Amman. Instructor? and students of the 
. Arab nuKic secfiqn at the National Music Conservatory demons¬ 
trated muacal 5electioit5 from the lecture of Arnita toutog the event 
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QATARNEH VJSfTS RUSSAIFA: Zarqa Governor Ed Qatameh 
. Tuesday nmdean inspetifon tour of Russaifa and XjSttin camp, where 
The-'toscussed with tito ritizens the problems facing them. Qataroeh 
dso mefw\th residents of Dahiriah nei^ibourhood and outlined the 
impCntoutoe -of organising - the random coristniction areas, and 
of toe pW.to convert this neighbourhood into a well 
organised area, where housing units, schools arid health centres wQl 
7 tie set up. (Pe 
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. . ^STU DENT RACE: A total of 60 students from Jerash 
d^ttfct scfaMis Thesciay took part to an eigfat kilometre race, 
pigtomed l^ Jerato DistrUx Education Department for students from 
prajparatory and secoridary' stooois. (Petra) 

COURSES FOR T>11BAN LADIES: A total of 30 ladies from 
Thibaii sub-tostiTct Tuesday , enrolled to traimng courses on sewing, 
tromg and Weaving, organised by 7hiban Comm unity Development 
Centre. Also in Thiban a rikmto-long-health education programme 
.was org^tosed Tue^day by Thiban community development centre to 
atop^tion with the health centre. (Petra) 

SK1N D1S EASES: President of the Jordanian Dermatologists 

.-•■i'"; - . -i. _J--____-i_f_-- 1- _ 


(a non-cootagiouS: skin disease) are two different, chronic diseases 
: and that mt^Qatipnal researches have shown that they are not caused 
by a virus nor transnritted by infe^km. However heretfity could be 
one'.of tito amses fcir^them.-Commenting on the confusion between 
;•these two&fa tliseases and linking them with toe Acquired Immune 
; DefioenCy Syndrome (AIDS), Qutob said toe two diseases can be 
treated by external treatment ointments whkh have proved success* 
,frd and effcctfr^ ia many cases. After disappearing for a long time 
'following.toe. treatment, toe two diseases might appear again. 
However, he-noted, toe diseases do not cause death nor have any 
'.' smidiis^totenial complications, {and therefore there is no scientific 
fai r Hairing thetn with, AIDS; ance they are not transmitted by 
infection, nor do they cause death. V 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
M/e d^Sy Aislw pness. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
titne-rind place with-the concerned-institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS - 


^ Ari exhiMtioa of works by Coutenporaxy Arab Artists at A1 
;: < ; T»ti^;^rt_Gall«aFy.;.'-.- 

☆ A pfastic art exiribition by Egyptian axiist Yassto Ibrahim 
yrMt^mad ri Bank Gallery.. 

ifotograpiifc works by Wok (Ottto Woffgang) 
. Sdnli^at;&e Godto Isritstei • 

& The-Jocdaaiaa plastic , art . seasoo which iududes a ge&erai 
. eridbitMa of -woafc by jordaaiaa artists at the Piofcsriimd 
.- 1 j)m£^;Ci|B^;lD tribid.. . 

.■fr’ Ari ’ jHt exhSHtioa by -artist Mfea : Erhr at the Petra Rinlr 

'■-.V/Qsflety.--^ - *-■ V': 




Tmtish mosici ans, toe AmtoBm 
Strtogi Trio, at toeRey^ Cutoiral Centre -r- 8.'90 p,m. 


Her Majesty Queen Now Tuesday presents a 
to one of the teachers who participated in 


the training course on "theatre in education” at toe 

Princess Alia School in Amman (Petra photo) 


Greater Amman Municipality 
creates citizens’ guidance bureau 


AMMAN (Petra)—The Greater 
Amman Municipality Tuesday 
announced the creation of a 
citizens guidance bureau that will 
take charge of introducing im¬ 
provements to services provided 
by the municipality to the public. 


The announcement was made 
by Mayor Abdul Raouf A1 
Rawabdeh who said that the 
bureau will help speed up proce¬ 
dures concerning services and 
deal and settle complaints and 
problems pertaining to the muni¬ 
cipality’s genera! services. 

The bureau will be headquar¬ 
tered at die Amman Municipality 
building but will have branches 
and offices in all the municipal¬ 
ity’s districts, Rawabdeh said. 


on citizens’ businesses with toe 
municipality and other related 
matters, Rawabdeh explained. 

He said that toe bureau will be 
entrusted to receive and process 
proposals by citizens, distribute 
municipality announcements and 
other information, matters of 


concern to the public, ques¬ 
tionnaires in the course of collect¬ 
ing public opinion on services. 

Rawabdeh announced that 
Mahmoud Armouti will serve as 
toe bureau’s director in addition 
to his present job as director of 
the mayor's office. 


The bureau which commenced 
its duties Tuesday will also be 
authorised to take inquiries, re¬ 
spond to public questions and 
offer guidance to citizens on all 
matters related to procedures 
such as fining forms, following up 


Haj Hassan to discuss 
air transport in Cairo 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Minis¬ 
ter of Transport and Telecom¬ 
munications Khaled AJ Haj Has¬ 
san will go to Cairo Wednesday 
for talks on promoting air trans¬ 
port between Jordan and Egypt 
through their respective national 
airlines. 

Haj Hassan will meet with 
Egyptian Minister of Tourism 
and Gvil Aviation Fuad Sultan 
and other officials with whom he 
will follow up toe implementation 
of air transport accords endorsed 


earlier by the joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee. 


The agency said that the minis¬ 
ter will be accompanied on the 
visit by Royal Jordanian Chair¬ 
man and Chief Executive Officer 
Ali Ghandour and Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) Director 
Mahmoud Balqaz. 


Jordan and Egypt currently 
maintain daily airlinks between 
Cairo and Amman through Egypt 
Ajr or Royal Jordanian. 


Wastewater treatment plant 
to be set up in Jordan Valley 


DEIR ALLA (Petra, j.T.) — A 
wastewater treatment plant will 
be set up and other measures will 
be taken immediately in toe Jor¬ 
dan Valley region to help stem 
pollution to the environment and 
safeguard public health. 

The decisions were taken at a 
meeting held here Tuesday under 
toe chairmanship of Bajqa Gov¬ 
ernor Mijhem A1 Khrisha and 
attended by provincial governors, 
beads of focal councils and other 
officials. . . 

Specific instructions were 
worked out banning the dumping 
of waste from any source except 
in specific areas to be assigned for 
the purpose, and the local coun¬ 
cils are to allocate funds for orga¬ 
nising the spraying of pesticides, 
according to a statement issued at 
the end of the meeting. 

The statement said that the 


Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) 
wil] allot a piece of land on which 
to set up a plant for processing 
plastic waste, and that a special 
committee will be created to su¬ 
pervise toe implementation of 
projects to safeguard public safe¬ 
ty in the valley. 

According to the statement the 
JVA will make plans with the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing to lay sewerage net¬ 
works and build housing estates 
for the non-Jordanian workers 
employed in the valley’s agri¬ 
cultural projects. 

Addressing the meeting, 
Khrisha said the Jordan Valley 
residents complain from common 
fiies and other insects, from the 
plastic and other waste and toe 
absence of sanitary facilities for 
the workers. 

He said that the area also lacks 


proper facilities for vacationers 
and tourists, and urged local 
councils to help implement tour¬ 
ist projects. 

The JVA, Khrisha said, has 
already assigned nine areas to be 
exploited as public parks located 
between Adasieh in the north and 
the Dead Sea in the south. 

The decisions followed a meet¬ 
ing held last month under the 
chairmanship of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor to review projects 
such as establishing national 
parks and serviced picnic areas in 
the Jordan Valley. 

The meeting reviewed a draft 
law on the protection of the area 
from pollution resulting from toe 
dumping of waste especially those 
left behind by vacationers and toe 
problems of natural manure 
which attract flies and other in¬ 
sects. 



U iriveisft y of Jordan President AhdM Satam AJ MqjaH Tuesday holds talks with toe 
University of Tongi P res id ent. 


Chinese 


Majali briefs Chinese team 
on higher education in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — University of 
Jordan President Abdul Salam A1 
Majali Tuesday conferred with 
the visiting President of toe 
Chinese University of Tongi, 
Chen Che, and bis acco mpa nying 
delegation on the developments 
of toe higher education in Jordan, 
the University of Jordan’s 
achievements and its role in pro- 
rvidmg toe Jordanian and Arab 
societies with qualified and well- 
trained cadres in various fields. 


objectives and its future aspira¬ 
tions and plans, saying that it 
intends to expand in the fields of 
higher education and to direct 
special attention to scientific re¬ 
search. 


" Majali reviewed with the visit¬ 
ing delegation the university’s 


The Chinese visitor praised the 
advanced level of toe university 
and its remarkable achievements. 
- The Chinese delegation earlier 
Tuesday visited the language cen¬ 
tre where they-were briefed by 
Dr. Mohammad Anani on the 
educational programmes offered 
by toe centre mid toe methods 


used in teaching Arabic and En¬ 
glish languages, in addition to 
methods of teaching Arabic for 
foreigners. 

The delegation visited toe Stu¬ 
dents Affairs Department where 
they inspected its various sec¬ 
tions, including the international 
ball, which includes corners for 
folkloric and cultural information 
about various countries, and a 
permanent art exhibition where 
toe outstanding art works by stu¬ 
dent are displayed. They also 
visited the antiquities and popu¬ 
lar fife museum. 


Jordan, Egypt formally 


declare creation of lean 


meat production compan; 


CAIRO (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan and Egypt have 
formally announced the creation of the Jordanian- 
Egyptian company for the production of lean meat 
and annual feed with a $20 million capital to be set 
up in Egypt. 




Hie announcement was made 
Mooday by Minister of Industry 
and Trade Hamdi Tabbaa who is 
currently leading Jordan’s side to 
the general assembly meeting of 
toe joint Jordanian-Egyptian In¬ 
vestment and Development Com¬ 
pany (holding company) which 
endorsed the project. 

The holding company, Tabbaa 
said, will own 20 per cent of toe 
project’s capital, and the door 
will be open for Arab organisa¬ 
tions and companies to own 
shares which will be offered for 
sale in the Arab Wotid in the 
coming three months. 


Amman that toe company will 
carry out the project to meet the 
demand on lean meat in Jordan 
and Egypt. 

He said production was due to 
start towards the end of 19S9 and 
estimated the annual demand in 
Egypt at 238,000 tonnes of lean 
meat, and at 41,000 tonnes in 
Jordan by 1995. 



The project, which is to be set 
up west of Nobarieb. between 
Cairo and Alexandria, will be set 
up on a 5,300 acres of (and which 
will be exploited to produce fod¬ 
der for the cows and sheep which 
will in turn provide lean meat for 
toe consumers in Jordan and 
Egypt. 


Tabbaa said that the project, 
which will entail using the most 
up to date equipment and facili¬ 
ties, involves the installation of 
an irrigation system, machinery 
to help produce huge amounts of 
cereals, anim al feed for fattening 
livestock and setting up a plant 
for processing animal feed, the 
minister noted. 

The project, be added, is ex¬ 
pected to produce 14.000 tonnes 
of lean meat and 20,000 heads of 
sheep and cattle, as well as 45,000 
tonnes of anim al feed, 138 cubic 
metres of fertilisers, 30 tonnes of 
raw wool, and 1,400 tonnes of 
barley annually. 

The project is expected to 
bring in revenues totalling 131 
milli on Egyptian pounds every 
year. 

Last week, the bolding com¬ 
pany’s Director, Midhat Abdul 
Aziz, told a press conference in 


Tabbaa told toe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, correspondent in 
the Egyptian capital that toe pro¬ 
ject’s feasibility study, which was 
carried out by Jordanian and 
Egyptian technical teams, proved 
that the plan will be beneficial for 
both rides. 

The general assembly con¬ 
vened here under the co-chair¬ 
manship of Tabbaa and Egyptian 
Minister of International Coop¬ 
eration Maurice Makramallah 
and it was attended by the bold¬ 
ing company’s board of directors, 
chaired by Dr. Fahd A1 Azab. 

According to Tabbaa, the 
meeting reviewed the company's, 
achievements last year and future 
plans. 


Hamdi Tabbaa 


Makramallah was quoted as 
saying that toe holding company 
which was established in January 
1988, will cany out further pro¬ 
jects to benefit toe Egyptian and 
Jordanian- national economies. 

The decision to go ahead with 
toe project in Egypt and the 
holding company's future pro¬ 
jects are expected to come under 
scrutiny by the joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee 
whfob is due to convene here 
Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Atef Sidki Tuesday received Jor¬ 
dan’s Ambassador to Egypt 
Nabih A1 Nimer in Cairo and 
expressed his country’s deep 
appreciation of His Majesty King 
Hussein's stands and his pride in 


his role to bolster inter-Arab reja 
tions. 

Nimer reviewed with Sidki ai 
agenda for the Saturday meetinj 
and developments in the MiddU 
East region. 

Tabbaa met in Cairo with Dj. 
Yusri Mustafa, the Egyptiax 
minister of economy and foreigr 
trade, to discuss bilateral coop 
e ration in economic and trade 
fields. 

The two ministers re vie wee 
plans designed to increase tlk 
volume of trade exchange and J.-: 
remove obstacles in the path o' 
trade operations. 

The implementation of a t>i 
lateral trade protocol that orga 
oises the work of the Jordanio; 
and Egyptian trade centres ir 
Cairo and Amman, and Jordan’: 
cement shipments to Egypt we=n 
also reviewed at the meeting. 

Later Tuesday the Jordaniar 
delegation, comprising Ministry 
of Industry and Trade Secretan 
General Mohammad Saqqaf, the 
ministry's economic cooperation 
and export promotion depart¬ 
ment director, Aqaba Regior 
Authority president and repre¬ 
sentatives from the ministries oi 
agriculture, tourism, transpon 
and planning left Amman foi 
Cairo to join Tabbaa, who will 
chairing the Jordanian ride tc 
preparatory committee’s meet¬ 
ings, due to start here 
Wednesday. 



Lawzi receives EC delegate in Amman 


Upper House of Farfiament Speaker Ahmad AI 
Lawzi Tuesday receives the European Community 
(EC) delegate in Amman Christian D. Falkowski. 
During toe meeting Lawzi and Fa&owski discus¬ 


sed existing relations between Jordan and the EC 
countries in various fields, with the main empfa- 
bsb on partiamentary affairs (Petra photo) 
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Erder’s works show 


yearning for detail 


By Meg Abu ffamrian 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — It is always fascinat¬ 
ing to see what aspects of Jordan 
intrigue and stimulate other peo¬ 
ple, especially if those people are 
artists. In the case of the latter it 
is usually the everchanging land¬ 
scape of the country which in¬ 
spires them. For Melissa (Misa) 
Erder however it is more, or 
perhaps we should say less than 
that, for what interests this artist 
are toe tiny details, the rocks, the 
stones, the plants, toe insects and 
all those small but undeniable 
indications that someone has 
been here before — a long, long 
time before. 

Erder has chosen to portray 
Jordan in pastel colours, a media 
that represents a switch for the 
artist from acrylics and one 
through which it is normally diffi¬ 
cult to capture the colours of 
Jordan. If nor used with care the 
unique and often surprising rich¬ 
ness and depth that can be 
achieved with pastels can over¬ 
ride toe soft and endlessly subtle 
colours of the local landscapes. 
Erder mostly avoids this mistake 
and her colours are good espe¬ 
cially in toe works where she 
zooms in cm a beetle or a piece of 
dried scrub. 

Erder’s close-ups of a patch of 
ground skillfully and cleverly 
achieve a careful balance be¬ 
tween spontaneity and literal de¬ 
piction. In light tones accentu¬ 
ated by quick dark lines she 
draws our attention to the riches 
beneath our feet — toe ubi¬ 


quitous ant, toe texture of a rock, 
toe hard brittle dryness of a sun¬ 
baked branch and most fascinat¬ 
ing of all the marks, letters, draw¬ 
ings and scratches made by man 
many mfll enia ago. 

Erder treats palm trees in the 
same way, zooming in on their 
branches, paying special atten¬ 
tion to the different colours of the 
fronts and toe endless patterns 
they make with themselves and 
with the light that sparkles 
through them. 


When Erder turns her atten¬ 
tion to the wider scenes, it is the 
movement in the landscape that 
she sees and captures. This is best 
seen in the diptych of the Dead 
Sea. Between the stillness of two 
solid rocks the path rushes away 
down from us leading our eye 
across to the blue serenity of the 
water whose distant horizon fades 
imperceptibly into toe sky. Much 
in the same way, Erder has 
caught the dramatic drop of the 
sandy cliffs that line toe valley of 
Wadi Seer. The precipitous 
mountainsides seem to fan down 
the paper, toe speed and 
of this fall only arrested bv 
man-made caves hewn in anti¬ 
quity. 

Miss Erder who was born in 
Turkey in 1966 is a graduate of 
Visual Arts from Bowdoin Col¬ 
lege. Her work has been exhi¬ 
bited in Laooste, Fiance and at 
the Kresge Gallery in Brunswick, 
Maine. Miss Enter plans to re¬ 
turn to toe United States later 



One of the paintings by Misa 
Erder currently on display ! 


this year to continue her studied 
Her present exhibition runs unfr 
Jan. 30. 
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Shared responsibility 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's directive to tbe Ministry of 
Agriculture Monday to compensate fanners whose crops 
were severely affected by the recent wave of frost will surely 
be very appreciated and welcomed not only by tbe fanners 
who are directly affected but also by the whole country. 
Food security stands out as tbe most prominent considera¬ 
tion that any people would like to be assured of and 
protected. Seen in this vein, tbe protection of our farmers 
and their produce is a high priority objective for Jordan and 
Jordanians. King Hussein’s personal intervention to help 
out our distressed farmers whose produce was damaged 
recently by an act of nature is most timely and constitutes 
the kind of compassion and consideration that the country 
has become used to from the King. 

As for the future, concerned authorities should begin to 
educate people, especially formers, on the need to insure 
their produce against not only frost waves but also against 
other hazards that may affect their forms. It is unfortunate 
that we in Jordan have yet to develop the culture of 
insurance to cover the many risks and hazards that we 
encounter in our daily lives. Perhaps this is a common 
characteristic of all developing countries. But as Jordan has 
made great strides to graduate from the developing conn- 
tries dub — intellectually, economically and politically — it 
is high time that tbe government and the insurance 
companies operating in Jordan begin a campaign to instill in 
our society the concept of resorting to insurance to make 
good unexpected losses and failures. 

Over and above the reliance on insurance policies, 
fanners need to learn tbe most up-to-date art of prevention 
of damage to their crops from nnseen conditions including 
weather. It would have been in order if the Ministry of 
Agriculture had issued warnings to fanners whenever 
.weather conditions are projected to cause havoc to then- 
crops. The country coold have saved a lot of damage m the 
past few weeks had our farmers Jbeen cautioned through 
television and radio about the Imminent dangers from die 
kind of frost wave that swept the coon try recently. In fact 
this kind of prevention policy can be applied to all of other 
industries as well to alleviate the suffering, both material 
and emotional, that they may face now and then. Still 
prevention is most apt when it conies to agriculture and it is 
high time for all concerned to act together to apply this CHre 
before tragedy hits us again. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra'i daily newspaper said Tuesday that King Hussein's visits to 
the ministries of agriculture, energy and tourism on Monday and 
his meetings with their officials gave a real boosting to their 
efforts and breathed more confidence in their work. The; paper 
said that the King has set an example for all senior officials to 
maintain vigilance over and follow up the work of their 
subordinates through constant visits and meetings. Public admi¬ 
nistration work requires such practice which in turn helps to 
improve performance and boost production, the paper added. In 
his tour, the King passed directives to the staff of tbe three 
ministries urging them to double their efforts to serve the public 
and he also was briefed on their activities and programmes. The 
King's encouragement to the staff to maintain dose contacts with 
foreign and international organisations is bound to enhance such 
programmes and activities and promote tbe ministries' perform¬ 
ance in their respective fields. 

A columnist in AJ Ra'i daily comments on Washington's fresh 
demands sent to the Palestine Liberation Organisation to be met 
as a condition before the PLO-U.S. dialogue epuid continue. Tbe 
Reagan administration had asked that the PLO recognise U.N. 
Security Coundl Resolutions 242 and 338, but the new adminis¬ 
tration of George Bush seems to be making new demands, says 
Mahmoud Al Rfrnawi. He says no one knows what Washington 
will be demanding from the PLO from now on for the sake of 
pursuing the dialogue of which only one session has been held so 
far. But what we know for sure is that the U.S. administration has 
not asked Israel for any concession, nor has it ever questioned its 
policy of killing Palestinians and demolishing their homes, tbe 
writer continues. He says that no U.S. president has yet asked the 
Israelis why they refuse a permanent peace and an Israeli puli out 
from the occupied Arab territories; and Washington itself has not 
yet given any pledge to support an international conference to 
establish peace in the Middle East. 

Al Dostotur daily commented on King Hussein's tour of a number 
of government ministries to pass directives on a number of 
matters and to be briefed on their programmes and accomplish¬ 
ments. The paper said that the visits display the very strong ties 
that bind the ruler with his people, and manifests his keen interest 
and concern over their well being and their activities. The King 
demonstrated his care by ordering the Ministry of Agriculture to 
work out a programme for compensating fanners for their loss of 
crops in tbe recent wave of frost that damaged large areas of 
vegetables and fruit, the paper noted. It said that the King's 
directives to senior officials at the ministries of energy and- 
tourism clearly manifested his desire to see them expand the 
sphere of their programmes to benefit the country and the 
Jordanian people. 


Sawt Al Sunk daily also dwelt on the King’s visit and his 
directives to the heads of the three ministries and their senior 
officials. Tbe King's decision to provide compensation to the 
farmers for their losses sustained as a result of the wave of frost 
reflects his care for his subjects; and his directives to the ministry 
staff demonstrates his keenness on promoting the work of the 
agricultural sector, the paper said. The King's directives in 
general, the paper added, were aimed at e nab ling government 
agencies to provide better and more efficient service, and at the 
same time boost their work to serve the national interest. 


Vienna accord fosters disarmament 
hopes, new division of Europe 


By Carol J. W illiams 

The Associated Press 

VIENNA, Austria — While the 
landmark human rights and 
security accord approved by 35 
nations has narrowed the gap 
between East and West, it also 
has widened fractures within 
Europe's two military alliances. 

The Vienna agreement promis¬ 
ing broader individual freedoms 
and mandating new arms-reduc- 
tion talks has been praised by 
both superpowers as a bellwether 
for future disarmament successes. 

Yet the very success of the 
27-month conference, which en¬ 
ded Thursday, has stirred unrest 
within tbe military alliances led 
by the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

European members of the 14- 
nation North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation are showing in¬ 
creasing resistance to U.S. views 
of how disarmament should pro¬ 
ceed on their continent. 

And the Socialist allies in the 
Warsaw Pact have shown 
markedly different degrees of 
commitment to the human rights 
protections spelled out in the 
Vienna accord. 

It remains to be seen whether 
the internal divisions will widen 
to cause disabling rifts within the 
alliances, and much will depend 
on the superpower leaders. 

Soviet President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev's reforms face wide¬ 
spread resistance at home, as well 
as in some East European na¬ 
tions, because of poor and unim¬ 
proving living conditions and 
fears the East bloc might bargain 
away its military might. 

W. European pressure 

U.S. President George Bush is 
expected to continue the policies 
of his predecessor, Ronald 
Reagan. But mounting pressure 
from European allies could even¬ 
tually shake Washington from its 
dominant role in NATO and re- 


By John Daniszewski 

The Associated Press 

GDANSK, Poland — The deci¬ 
sion of the Communist Party to 
reverse a seven-year stand against 
the Solidarity trade union and 
offer legalisation under negoti¬ 
ated terms opens the possibility 
of a compromise unprecedented 
in the history of the Communist 
world. 

Although it is far too early to 
forecast whether such a far- 
reaching agreement can be 
obtained. Communist leaders for 
the first time have offered to 
negotiate with an independent, 
popular opposition movement on 
the structure of political and so¬ 
cial freedoms affecting the entire 
society. 

Unlike the talks with solidarity 
in 1980, authorities this time 
openly state that they want to 
negotiate about the party-domin¬ 
ated political system — to find 
ways to legalise opposition to the 
government and to institutional- 


suit in a disarmament approach 
more receptive to Soviet over¬ 
tures. 

At the moment, Gorbachev 
desperately needs to cut arms 
spending to stabilise the Soviet 
economy and improve the living 
conditions of his people. 

The Western allies are aware of 
the pressure faced by the Soviet 
leader, as well as the consequ¬ 
ences for arms control if Gor¬ 
bachev succumbs to conservative 
opponents in the Kremlin. 

U.S. diplomats concede the 
Vienna conference succeeded pri¬ 
marily because of the Soviet Un¬ 
ion's political reforms. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Phyllis Oakley said in 
Washington earlier this - month 
that the Kremlin's release of poli¬ 
tical prisoners, easing of emigra¬ 
tion constraints and more toler¬ 
ant policies on free speech and 
religious practice changed the 
U.S. position on a proposed hu¬ 
man rights conference in 
Moscow. 

Western nations bad objected 
to holding the conference in Mos¬ 
cow because of the Soviet Un¬ 
ion’s human rights record. That 
dispute held up final agreement 
on the Vienna accord until earlier 
this month. 

The Vienna meeting served as 
a followup to the historic 1975 
Helsinki human rights agreement 
among tbe superpowers, Canada 
and all European nations except 
Albania. 

The document approved last 
Sunday declares the right of all 
citizens to assemble, speak their 
minds, travel, emigrate and keep 
an eye on their governments' 
compliance. 

Further talks 

It also sets out ambitious goals 
for better trade ties and environ¬ 
mental protection and institutes a 
new round of negotiations on 
reducing conventional armed 
forces in Europe, the CAFE 


talks, to begin in Vienna on 
March 9. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, in Vienna 
for the dosing session of the 
conference, said the Kremlia 
would hilly disclose its count of 
troops and armaments in Europe 
before the start of the CAFE 
talks. Arguments and secrecy 
over existing conventional force, 
strength have stymied the current 
negotiations since they began 15 
years ago. 

Asked why he was so confident 
the CAFE talks would be able to 
avoid the pitfalls of the older 
forum, Shevardnadze said the 
East and West military alliances 
are under increasing internal 
pressure to improve international 
relations. 

“1 have confidence that prog¬ 
ress will be achieved because it's 
something our peoples want, and 


their governments, if. they are 
true governments, should express 
the will of the people." the Soviet 
official told reporters in Vienna. 

In his speech Thursday, the 
dosing day of the Vienna meet¬ 
ing, Shevardnadze announced 
that tbe Soviets would be un¬ 
ilaterally removing some of their 
short-range nuclear arms from 
Eastern Europe and called on 
NATO to negotiate the removal 
of its remaining European-based 
missiles with ranges of 500 
kilometres or less. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

All missiles of intermediate 
range are being withdrawn and 
dismantled under an accord 
signed between the superpowers 
in Washington in December 
1987. And the U.S. and Soviet 
negotiators say they are making 
good progress on a pact to cut 


deeply into their stockpiles of 
strategic nuclear weapons. 

The U.S. government has repe¬ 
atedly stated that it does not want 
to negotiate or remove short- 
range nuclear missiles until a 
Soviet advantage in conventional 
armed forces is reduced. 

“There's not going to be any¬ 
thing left except the short- 
range,” a senior U.S. diplomat 
commented, referring to the 
progress made and envisioned in 
removing medium- and long- 
range missiles from Europe. “If 
we want to keep the flexible 
response doctrine credible, I 
don't see any way we can negoti¬ 
ate these in the foreseeable fu¬ 
ture." 

NATO’s “flexible response 
doctrine" holds that the Western 
alliance must keep its nuclear 
weapons option until tbe Soviet 
advantage in troops, tanks, artil¬ 
lery and other conventional 
weapons is reduced. 
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Rift in NATO? 

But West Germany and other 
NATO members have been chaf¬ 
ing under that doctrine and other- 
constraints on the pace of dis¬ 
armament. - 

Stephen Ledogar, the VS: 
ambassador to the -CAFE talks,; 
said Washington wants to see a 
Soviet reduction in conventional’ 
forces first. But he added, “I’m 1 
not trying to suggest there is no; 
difference of opinion within the; 
alliance.*' 

Within the Warsaw Pact, the. 
Soviet Union's planned pullouts: 
are popular with the general pub-^ 
lie but problematic for the’Com-, 
munist leaderships that have tra- ; 
ditionally relied on Kremlin nriht-. 
ary backing. 

Even more divisive to the War¬ 
saw Pact is tbe question of human 
rights and the varying degrees of. 
willingness among the Socialist: 
allies to emulate the Kremlin’s 
policies of glasnost, or greater 
frankness on selected social and 
political issues, and perestroika,', 
or revamping the economy. 

Hungary played a maverick 
role at the Vienna meeting,.siding: 
with Western positions long be¬ 
fore the rest of the Communist' 
countries and promising to reyiew 
and revise all laws relating to 
individual freedoms. 

Czechoslovakia made no such, 
commitment, and Romania, 
claimed it had the right to exempt; 
itself from provisions for interna-’ 
tional review of an individual' 
nation’s compliance with- the, 
accord. 

In the first days after the agree- - 
ment, police broke up demon- 1 
strations m East Germany. Bul¬ 
garia and Czechoslovakia and; 
arrested activists. J 

The accord earned the approv¬ 
al of the entire Warsaw Part, but 
the Soviet Union, Poland and. 
Hungary have shown themselves, 
to be significantly more willing to 
put it into practice than the four 
other East-bloc allies. 


The myth of Israel’s ‘rule of law’ 


By Stanley Cohen 

FOR A LONG time now — 
perhaps since tbe beginning of 
the occupation in 1967, at least 
for the last 10 years and certainly 
since the start of the intifada in 
December 1987 — a powerful 
myth has been circulating under 
die tide of “The Rule of Law in 
Israel.” The myth goes something 
like this : 

“Israel is and always has been a 
functioning liberal democracy. 
All the standard elements of the 
rule of law are honoured: civil 
rights, freedom of speech, an 
independent judiciary, due pro¬ 
cess, the right to appeal...and so 
on. True, there are occasional 
lapses and departures but these 
are invariably brought to light 
and the system contains mechan¬ 
isms to rectify its own errors. As 
to the occupied territories — 
well, dial's an entirely different 
story. Everyone understands that 
the rule of law ends beyond the 
Green Line. Military regulations, 
the security situation, public safe¬ 
ty, the needs of the army and 
settlers, varied interpretations of 
International Law — all this 
means that conventional notions 
of justice and human rights must 
be suspended pending a political 
solution." 

This myth is disseminated in 
different circles for quite diffe¬ 
rent reasons. Government sop- 
porters who understand well 


enough tbe manifest absurdity of 
the daim that the whole occupa¬ 
tion and the repression of the 
uprising .are being conducted 
according to the rule of law, find 
the myth useful to justify any¬ 
thing. “Here,” things are fine, 
but “over there” we can’t afford 
the luxury of legality. 

More important, though, 
opponents of the government 
also find the myth helpful and are 
responsible for working out its 
most elaborate forms. Thus 
politicians from left-liberal par¬ 
ties, civil liberties groups, liberal 
lawyers and academics all employ 
the myth as a criticism of the 
government. How dreadful that 
these official illegalities and viola¬ 
tion of human rights are occur¬ 
ring: detention without trial, col¬ 
lective punishment, deportation. 
They will only stop when a poli¬ 
tical solution is found (ending the 
occupation, as some will even 
concede). Meanwhile, tbe legal 
system can only be used to res¬ 
train or delay the more gross 
violations (for example by 
appeals to the Supreme Court). 
All we can do now is be vigilant 
— and set up civil rights bodies to 
monitor and condemn these 
violations according to the high 
standards that apply here in 
Israel. 

These critics all earnestly re¬ 
peat this story to themselves, 
their students arid colleagues and 


to credulous journalists and visi¬ 
tors from abroad. It's a good 
story — and it even contains a 
kernel of truth. No one can 
seriously deny that the major 
lines of the rule of law are preseat 
in Israel — just to the same extent 
that they are absent in the occu¬ 
pied territories. But beyond this, 
the myth bears no relationship at 
all to reality. An intelligent 
schoolchild will surely spot the 
following points: 

Police: do not members of 
the same Israeli Police Force re¬ 
sponsible to the same Minister of 
Police, also serve in the territor¬ 
ies? And what about the police 
operating in East Jerusalem and 
its surrounding villages and re¬ 
fugee camps? (Is East Jerusalem 
“here” or “there”?) Then there 
are the Border Police (who are 
responsible for some of the worst 
“irregularities” in tbe past year) 
— aren’t they formally part of tbe 
Israeli Police rather than the 
army? 

Courts: hasn’t it been the 
regular Israeli courts that have 
judged occupation cases — land 
confiscation, deportation, bouse 
demolition, appeals—for the last 
20 years? And surety these same 
courts deal with the crimes (kill¬ 
ings, assaults, harassment) by the 
(illegal) settlers from the terri¬ 
tories. 

Ministry of Justice: there 
might be some members of the 


ministry staff who deal only with 
occupation matters — but surely 
most senior people (certainly the 
same attorney general and minis¬ 
ter) are responsible for both sides 
of the Green Line? And how 
about documents such as the 
Landau Commission's report on 
tbe General Security Service: did 
this permit “reasonable force” in 
torturing only people with mail¬ 
ing addresses across the border? 

Prison and detention: what 
about those prisons in the terri¬ 
tories — Jenin, Nablus, Ramal- 
lah, Hebron J'naid, Gaza — 
which hold some 1.600 prisoners 
and are run not by the army, but 
the regular Israeli Prison Service? 
Then mere are prisons and deten¬ 
tion centres in Israel — Ansar HI, 
Atilt, Rami a. Meggido, the Rus¬ 
sian Compound — which hold 
(illegally) at least 3,000 Palesti¬ 
nians from the territories, but 
also belong to tbe regular Prison 
Service. 

Settlers: yes, they live in the 
territories, but aren’t they subject 
entirely to the normal Israeli legal 
system? 

Army: surely these are 
ordinary Israeli citizens — not 
foreign mercenaries — who are 
serving in the occupying forces? 
And are not some of these sol¬ 
diers (the doctors in places tike 
Dahariya, the lawyers who staff 
the military courts, those in tbe 
Education Corps who give lec¬ 


tures on subjects tike democracy) 
the very same people who think 
that the occupation is. “out 
there”? And so on. 

It would be an insult to' any¬ 
one’s intelligence to “prove” 
these points with detailed evi¬ 
dence. There is only one simple 
fact to remember: the Israeli state 
is a single unity. For over half the 
40 years ance its existence, it has 
directly controlled a directly adja¬ 
cent territory over which it claims 
sovereignty. Hie notion that a 
state's claim to tbe rule of law can 
be divided geographically is pure 
fantasy. 

Why, then, don’t Israeli liber¬ 
als see this? (The right, of course, 
with its concept of “Greater 
Israel” has long denied the 
myth). Some perhaps, might ge¬ 
nuinely miss the point. Most, I’m' 
sure, understand things well 
enough — but need a morally 
convenient way to evade some 
tricky political and professional 
choices. The myth allows for 
business as usuaL So: self-congra¬ 
tulation tempered with moderate 
criticism about Israel; apparently 
radical criticism about the 
occupation. Such critics are not 
even consistent. If they really 
mean what they say, they have 
only two choices: working politi¬ 
cally to end the occupation or 
working professionally to deny 
the legitimacy they give to the 
occupation. 


Meantime, my colleagues in 
the Law Faculty here at Mount 
Scopus continue teaching about 
“die rule of law” — while in parts 
of East Jerusalem, or villages and 
refugee camps a few hundred 
metres away, people are being 
shot, beaten up and summarily 
arrested. Some days you can 
smell the tear gas from the- 
campus. 

At about (his time last year, 
students were awarded their law 
degrees at the annnal graduation 
ceremony. It was die usual 
pleasant occasion, attended by : 
students, lecturers and proud pa¬ 
rents. Fine words were addressed 
to the graduates by a Supreme; 
Court judge: the rule of law was 
the principle that transcended all. 
else. On January 25th, this year's 
graduation will take place (and~ 
there will be s imila r rituals at* 
other universities, at the Bar 
Association, in the Knesset, in* 
the courts). The rule of law will’ 
again be sanctified. I hope that 
I’m wrong, but I doubt that any 
of the speakers will refer to 10- 
year-old children being killed, to ■; 
tbe conditions in Ansar or to 
women being beaten in deten¬ 
tion. To do so would be bad taste 
or — the worst offence of all—to. 
bring politics into academic life.; 
The writer is professor of crum-: 
nology at the Hebrew University. 
His article is reprinted from The ‘ 
Jerusalem PosL 


Polish party agreement could 
lead to historic compromise 


ise an opposition in the parlia¬ 
ment. 

The talks would cover trade 
unions, the first goal of Soli¬ 
darity. 

But tbe subjects of associations 
and clubs, elections, freedom of 
the press, parliament representa¬ 
tion and changes in the constitu¬ 
tion also are expected to be part 
of the talks al the “round table” 
on Poland's future. 

And unlike the Solidarity up¬ 
heaval of 1980, the government 
can plausibly say the talks this 
time are voluntary and not forced 
by a nationwide series of strikes 
since the Polish labour scene is 
mostly quiet at the moment. 

Even the normally skeptical 
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
seemed impressed by the docu¬ 
ment on trade union and political 
freedoms issued at the end of a 
tumultuous party central commit¬ 
tee meeting last week. 

Referring to the party’s strong 
.endorsement of economic, poli¬ 
tical and social “pluralism,” he 


said: “It has never happened in 
the party before. It will mean 
breaking the monopoly (on pow¬ 
er). And that is. the point." 

The Solidarity national lead¬ 
ership Sunday agreed that the 
government's expression of wil¬ 
lingness to legalise the union re¬ 
moved the lak obstacle to the 
talks. A Solidarity spokesman 
said they should start “very 
soon.’’ perhaps in a matter of 
days or a few weeks. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

The union was playing down 
what could be perceived as a 
moment of victory and vindica¬ 
tion after the experience of mar¬ 
tial-law jailings and trials, and the 
harsh rhetoric toward Walesa and 
Solidarity that continued until 
last fall. 

But Walesa said it was too 
early to celebrate. 

“I ask that there be no euphor¬ 
ia,” he told a crowd of about 


5,000 supporters outside St. Bry- 
gida's church in Gdansk on 
Sunday. 

Much skepticism remains in the 
Solidarity ranks, based on past 
experience. The union had a 
signed agreement with the gov¬ 
ernment in August 1980 guaran¬ 
teeing its right to exist. 

But the accord proved 
meaningless when Polish leader 
Gen. Wojdech Jaruzeiski called 
out his troops and interned 
thousands of Solidarity members 
in the Dec. 13. 1981, martial-law 
crackdown. 

There are suspicions now that 
the government wants an accord 
with Solidarity only in order to 
calm a huge wave of public unrest 
that appears to be building thanks 
to another year of steep inflation 
and lack of consumer goods in 
stores. 

Polish living standards dropped 
sharply in the early 1980s and still 
have not climbed back to the 
level of a decade ago. 

Walesa warned in a television 


debate in November that Poland 
is in danger of falling further and 
further behind the rest of 
Europe. 

He argues for labour calm be¬ 
cause widespread strikes would 
be harmful to the economy. But 
at the same time he stresses that 
the union must have the right to 
strike in extreme cases, and that - 
be will not sign any agreement 
with the government at the cost 
of Solidarity’s independence. 

A government source demand 
ding anonymity said authorities 
are counting on Solidarity to help 
keep the peace and expressed 
confidence that if the union and 
authorities form a partnership, 
they will be able to keep factories 
calm so that planned economic 
reforms have a chance to work. 

Solidarity's national spokes¬ 
man, Janusz Onyszkiewicz, said 
Sunday that the union ‘‘will not 
be pushed into the role of the 
police or a fire brigade” to put 
oat strikes. 

Bat he Mid, “we want to dis* 


cuss economic reform. :..If it 
works then there wfll be no need 
to make a general strike. But that 
does not mean that all local issues, 
can be resolved smoothly without 
some kind of action." 

The dramatic change of course 
by the Polish government can be. 
explained in several ways.: 

In addition to the specter of 
strikes larger thaii the two waves 
of labour unrest that shocked the 
country last year, there has been, 
a building consensus — encour¬ 
aged by Poland’s powerful 'Ro-: 
man Catholic church — that the 
country will never move forward 1 
without compromise between the 
government and opposition: - 
• And some credit has -to be ; 
©ven to Walesa's'performance on i 
me nationwide ; TV- -debate : in i 
November. \Vh3e._ coming dot. 


th?f he isa responsible -leader: 
who does tiot wafif’to : phinge-i 
Poland into a wave at confronts- 1 
tion aad strikes. 1 i JlC-* - --l/o. ; 














JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY JANUARY 25,1989 


neurotic 


.By SterveJfofer ^ 

XONDON/—'.Max- von Sydow 
knew he waated .tpije jn “Pelle 
the Conqueror” by the .tone'. lie 
hfcd.i rbf ■' the 

■Tnt/scrmt wasa page-turner, 
he r&raDea^Bot^inorcr important 
.was-foe^baxacter tie c was Jbdaa 

_;_if_" 


incB^3uai- Wb 6 r m the Course of 
> the 3 ca^ r ®^ays the fan. range 
.; ofcbtawq emotion — the kind of. 
■rofe.tiesaiys, that comes bis way. 
.toaraj^yin Haflywootfr . - ■ 
- “Most, pf thepaxfa I get ire 
fanatics or strangeand neurotic 
r diaiacteKj^ ^a^ _ .von iSydow* 

- ; whose HoQjhvood credits include 

Jesus' in George ^evens’s film 
' ‘The GreatestStory 'Ever Told” 

’ and=: the '± title 'lOje- in - William 
FriedkmV.'^orosL.’T. ,: ... 

“Sojwhen freaS the sctipi for 
Telle,* I feftthfewassomet^tng I 

- wire lookingfijr;’•-the 59-iyear-old'. 
Swedish actor explains. 

:. .-r“Pelfe.tfie Conaueror^-liEL A ' 
sense^-was looking tor vqn Sydow 
aswelLTbe Danish director BiUe 
; August Wewedthe part of the 
Swedish labourer Lasse Karisson, 
played, by \ von : Syrfcwv as “the 
pivotal .role ia thefilm.” 

. And? lie: said, ‘‘I trad Max von' 
-- Sydow in mind far the part from 
.the‘ moment I began .writing the 
Script." . y .. . 

•:Thfe comMnation has produced 
' an /unfamsi film and a memorable' 
performance from vion. Sydow, _ 
both- of Which have attracted 

- widespread critical acclaim. -Tire 
Danish'.film Won 'the. Golden 

..Palm far. best film at this year's 
" Cannes Festival. And at the first 
annual European Film Awards in 
vBeriiii last month,von Sydow 
won. the best-actor.'prize' for his 
perfcffxnance .in “Pelle the Con¬ 
queror^’’ receiving a Felix, a sta¬ 
tuette intended to'be the Euro- 
, peau equivalent of Hollywood's 
Oscar.- . - • - 
In it, von : : Sydow plays the 


r DtcnlS.h island of Bpnzbolm, 
-where Xasse .ohce worked when 
he was young, in better times; he 
fills, PeDe with his romantic 
memories. ’According.to Lasse’s 
recollections, their new borne-Co- 
,'beis anEdenic isle/coroparedto 
rural Sweden. 

In ibis flush of c^timism, Lasse 
; feels: compelled to , pass on to 
Pelie'a nagget of fatherly insight, 

. which is more wishing than wis- 
. dpm, run ning contrary to Lasse's 
life ^experience. “You’re still 
young,-Pelte,” be says. “Yon can 
conquer the world.” The vignette 
explains the title of the film, a 
story of a father and his son. The 
time — the start of the 1900s — 
and the place—a Danish farm — 
are painstakingly, re-created. 

Besides^ the- father-and-son 
-theme, there are stories of love 
and lust, betrayal and retribution 
: involving other characters, giving 
the two-and-a-half hour mane an 
epic .quality and showing the 
hardship and injustice of the 
semhfeudal society of the time. 
" - The movie is based on a book 
. that was a clarion call for Scan¬ 
dinavian socialism. First pub¬ 
lished in 1906, the four-volume 
hovel “Pelle the Conqueror” was 
intended by its author, Martin 
Andersen Nexo. to be a Bible of 
the Danish working class. August 
- and the producer Per Holst, who 
obtained the. film rights to the 
hovel in 1983, decided that the 
hovel - was not manageable as a 
single movie..Instead, they chose 
. to fpcus'on the first volume. And 
in that volume, Nezo was still just 
telling a story. It was his feel for 
historical narrative and his selec¬ 
tion of everyday people as char¬ 
acters, thatexplam why Nexo has 
occasionally been compared to 
Charles Dickens. 

Von Sydow was raised in Lund 
in southern Sweden, the same 
part, of the country fas character, 
Lasse, emigrates from. In his 
dressing room in London’s Old 
Vic Theatre, where he was play- 


felt as though I knew Lasse Kari¬ 
sson,” von Sydow said. 

The actor was given consider¬ 
able leeway by the director in 
shaping the role of Lasse. Though 
August, a Dane, speaks Swedish, 
he left much of Lasse’s dialogue, 
spoken in a Swedish rural dialect, 
to von Sydow. ‘*1116 inflection 
and the words were up to me,” be 
said. 

Rural labourers like Lasse led a 
life that was barely better than 
slavery, working on yearly con¬ 
tracts, which paid them so little 
that only the most frugal, could 
save enough to move on to some¬ 
thing better. They were victims of 
soda] injustice — poorly housed, 
poorly fed and powerless. 

“That is why they were treated 
so badly,” von Sydow said. “That 
is why the manager on Stone 
Farm can treat Lasse and the 
others so badly and get away with 
it." 

Shortly after Lasse and Pelle 
arrive on Stone Farm, Pelle is 
whipped by the farm manager's 
trainee, and Lasse vows to 
avenge the indignity. Later, Las¬ 
se starts to confront the trainee 
but hacks down, realising that to 
do so could threaten his meager 
livelihood. 

Watching this, Pelle has his 
faith in his father badly shaken 
and bursts into tears. “Lasse is a 
weak man and socially, he is on 
the absolutely lowest level,” von 
Sydow said, “But he sometimes 
gets carried away and tries to act 
bigger than be is, like in the scene 
with the trainee. 

“At the same time,” he con¬ 
tinued, “Lasse is totally loyal, 
and he truly loves -fas son. So 
what you get is this wonderful 
pattern of many emotions be¬ 
tween the father and the boy." 

One of von Sydow’s favourite 
scenes takes place cm the spring 
morning of Pelle’s birthday. The 
two share a handful of “real 
Swedish strawberries” that Lasse 






Von Sydow: “I fait this was something 1 was looking for. 


The displeased coral 
diver was small beer 


For his part, von Sydow was a 
bit wary at the outset of his 
co-star, Pelle Hvenegaard, a 13- 
year-old Copenhagen schoolboy 
selected after a yearlong search 
auditioning 4,000 hopefuls. (In a 
striking coincidence. Hvenegaard 
had been after the character in 
the novel, which his mother was 
reading during her pregnancy). 

“Pelle" spans a year at Stone 
Farm, but the film was shot in 
about seven months on a farm a 
couple hours’ drive from 
Copenhagen. For much of the 
time, the company of three dozen 
people lived in several small farm 
hots. The forceful scenes of the 
harsh, snowy desolation on the 
Danish coast in the film were 
enhanced considerably by the 


social hierarchy, when he is 
offered a job as a trainee. Lasse is 
overjoyed at this shred of good 
fortune. 

“The father feels that through 
his son's success he will finally get 
some power,” von Sydow says. 
“In fas limited circumstances, it is 
as much as he can hope for.” 

But his brief hopes are dashed 
when Pelle, sensing that there 
must be a brighter, more adven¬ 
turous world beyond the gates of 
Stone Farm, decides to shun the 
trainee's job and leave the farm 
to face an unknown future. Pelle 
packs to leave, with Lasse helping 
him. But Lasse tells Pelle he is 
not going with him. sobbing with 
emotion, partly because he will 
miss his son but also for himself. 
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Lasse, who emigrates from south¬ 
ern Sweden to -Denmark at the 
torn of the century with his'young 
son, Pelle, his few wordly posses¬ 
sions, his misery and his hopes for 
a better life. On. the ship to the 


staging of “The Tempest” last 
month, von Sydow recalled grow¬ 
ing up in the 1930s and seeing the 
:Way people lived in the country¬ 
side, which had changed tittle 
from the period in the film. “So I 


he hands Pelles a little, tissue- 
wrapped parcel containing a 
pocket knife. “It's just a poor 
man's gift,” Lasse says. Not to 
Pelle, who hugs his father with 
gratitude and affection. 


ly lucky because we had a spec¬ 
tacular winter that year in De¬ 
nmark,” von Sydow recalled. 

At the end of the movie, Pelle 
is given an opportunity to climb 
up a rung in the Stone Farm 


he is admitting the inevitable: 
Stone Farm is the end of the line 
for Lasse. 

“1 just love the ending," von 
Sydow says. — International 
Herald Tribune. 


By Robert Lamb 

LONDON — The Tunisian coral 
diver had come to the conference 
of 140 environmentalists from 60 
countries hoping to find experts 
who would know why the coral 
was dying in the local bay. He 
held up a withered branch of 
coral and begged to be told why 
his livelihood was becoming ex¬ 
tinct there in Tabarka, a small 
tourist town near the border with 
Algeria. But answer came there 
none. 

Oh, one Italian environmental¬ 
ist speculated that the coral's 
creeping death might be caused 
by illicit dumping of toxic chemic¬ 
als rejected by a West African 
country. A Dutchman said it 
might be caused by the blanket 
spraying of insecticide intended 
- to bait the recent locust invasion 
of Tunisia. A Tunisian added that 
the insecticide had already all but 
wiped out the bee population; he 
wasn’t surprised to see the coral 
dying as well. 

The coral diver's plight caused 
scarcely a stir. The reason was 
that the conference's delegates, 
mostly from the Third World, 
had come to this corner of Tuni¬ 
sia anxious to teil the world their 
own horror stories. 

A West African delegate told 
of whole villages being engulfed 
by sand. A Chilean railed against 
the environmentally ignorant 
policies of the Pinochet regime, ft 
was said that in 1988 perhaps as 
much as one-fifth of the Ama¬ 
zon's rain forest had been put to 
the torch. A young African lam¬ 
basted his government's policy of 
resettling nomads — “the only 
people who know how to get a 
living from the desert fringe with¬ 
out destroying it.” 

Story after story put flesh on 
the dry bones of the South's 
environmental crisis. A New Zea¬ 
land delegate who made an im¬ 
passioned plea for nations to 
keep their bands off Antarctica's 
frozen treasure of resources 
didn't get much of a hearing. 

The recent newspaper reports 
of illegal logging having led to 
mud slides that killed hundreds in 
Thailand, and of the famine in 


Sudan partly induced by deserti¬ 
fication, served to underline the 
fact that in the poor countries — 
home to more than three-quar¬ 
ters of the human race — en¬ 
vironment is a matter of sheer 
survival. 

In by far the best address to the 
conference, Ron Leger. a Cana¬ 
dian aid official, said the Third 
World's ecological debt crisis was 
incomparably more serious than 
the financial crisis. And when the 
conference broke up into special¬ 
ist work groups, many partici¬ 
pants argued that the two cannot 
be separated. In their efforts to 
claw their way out of crushing 
debt and poverty, these countries 
were being forced to plunder 
nature's capital: the forests, 
grasslands and marine resources. 

But this was no ritual bashing 
of the wealthy West. The dele¬ 
gates' own governments came in 
for equally harsh criticism for 
lamely mimicking patterns of 
growth that benefit the elites and 
punish the poor. 

The conference in Tabarka was 
organised by the Environment 
Liaison Centre International, a 
Nairobi-based umbrella group of 
7,000 so-called noo-governmental 
organisations, and financed by 
the Nordic countries and Canada. 
The official purpose was to con¬ 
sider how the World Commission 
on Environment and Develop¬ 
ment's 1987 Brandtland report 
could be made to work. 

That commission, headed by 
Gro Harlem Brundtland, Nor¬ 
way’s prime minister, called for a 
“new era of economic growth" 
based on staying “within the 
planet's ecological means." Some 
delegates made optimistic noises, 
but there was no getting away 
from a deep and abiding pessim¬ 
ism, a feeling that matters are 
going to get a lot worse before 
there is any hope of general 
improvement. 

“We’re still dealing with symp¬ 
toms. not the causes.’' said 
Richard Sandbrook, vice presi¬ 
dent of the International Institute 
for Environment and Develop¬ 
ment. The inequities of the global 
economy were the underlying 
reasons for the accelerating des¬ 


truction of the planetary resource 
base, be said. He reserved his 
harshest criticism for economics, 
“an arrogant discipline” which 
took no account of the quality 
and stocks of natural resources 
and the plight of the poor. 

Many delegates left Tunisia 
knowing there would be more 
stories about landslides, floods 
and toxic poisons tucked away on 
the inside pages of our newspap¬ 
ers. And knowing, too, that these 
tragic incidents would not be seen 
as evidence of our global self- 
interest in taking the radical steps 
advocated by the Brundtland re¬ 
port. The most gloomy scenario is 
that it's going to take a global 
catastrophe that hits tbe West 
bard before the world moves. It 
may be ozone depletion and glob¬ 
al warming that provide the spur. 
Or the mass extinction of animal 
and plant species as tropical 
forests are rolled back to a hand¬ 
ful of fenced-in-parks. 

As someone involved full-time 
in the international environmen¬ 
tal movement for more than a 
decade, I have attended dozens 
of meetings like the one in Tabar¬ 
ka. This was the first time that I 
came away with the feeling that 
the problems are so overwhelm¬ 
ing that rich and poor alike will 
have to awake and apply a com¬ 
mon global strategy if a catas¬ 
trophe is to be avoided. We have 
such a strategy in the Brundtland 
report's recommendations. Sup¬ 
port from Canada, the Nether¬ 
lands and the Scandinavian coun¬ 
tries is keeping the report on the 
world's agenda. 

There is, however, just a ghost 
of a chance that public opinion. 
North and South, will reach a 
point where governments will 
have to tackle the root causes of 
environmental impoverishment. 
Something radical has to be done. 

77ie writer is director of the 
independent Television Trust for 
the Environment, which is co¬ 
sponsored by tbe U.N. Environ¬ 
ment Programme and Central In¬ 
dependent Television PLC. He 
contributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 
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■ . a garden Wall; Trigger-tense, the 
patrol braced for an. IRA. attack. 

• ./Then a 10 -year-pJd boy ran out '■ 

■ into the streetwaviriga toy pistoL • 

- -‘••.Thle JBritish. soldiers gasped 
with relief and la tragedy was; 
narrqufly ayerted. : * •; 

:The “rocket Jaunch^r” was a 
. toy held .by another child. v 
' . Tlwr recent brush with death 
has'-prompted T^itKSfn Ireland ' • 
police to issue a.heartfelt appeal - 
to parentskeep yp^r children ,.. 
offthd Streets tftbey aregoingto" 

• Ttey wth such^reSfistfe toy guns. 


be deadly in N. Ireland Persuading crops to grow. 


1. “No child has ever been killed 
(in this , way) Irat it has only been 
by good fortune- and ^uick think¬ 
ing/’. a .police spokesman said. 

PoKce also made their point 
forcefully by producing a photo 
display of real and toy guns and 
asking the public if they could 
spot the difference between the 
deadly weapon and the plaything. 

Almost 3,000 people have died 
in tbe 20-year-old battle hy Irish 
Republic Anny (IRA) guerrillas 
to oust Britain from Northern 
Ireland. 

To many; -children, the mean 
little"backstreets.of Belfast and 
Londonderry have always been 
fall of soldiers patrolling through 



burned-out ghettos blasted by 
IRA car bombs. 

--A lingering media image from 
one of the 20 th century’s longest- 
running 'guerrilla conflicts is of 
six-year-old children pelting 
armoured vehicles with stones. 

Police say parents should ham¬ 
mer home a vital message to their 
children out on the streets where 
IRA snipers lie in wait for passing 
patrols—the killing fields are not 
playing fields. 

“Children are innocent and do 
not appreciate the dangers in¬ 
volved whether they are playing 
cowboys and Indians or soldiers 
and terrorists 

Police want to avoid being 
labelled as Dickensian scrooge 
figures — “you try not to be the 
person who wants to stop a child 
getting his Christmas present,” 
the police spokesman said: 

But the recent near-tragedy on 
tbe streets on Londonderry, North¬ 
ern Ireland's second largest city, 
showed bow thin is the line be¬ 
tween a game and death in the 
gutter. 

“A patrol spotted a rocket 
launcher being pointed at it from 
behind a garden wall,” the 
spokesman said. 

“As the members of the patrol 
prepared to react to the threat, a 


young boy was seen to run from a 
nearby house carrying a handgun. 

“The members of the "patrol 
fortunately realised the signifi¬ 
cance of this and discovered that 
the rocket launcher was a three- 
foot toy carried by another 10 - 
year-old. 

“Both toys were very realistic. 
Indeed, the rocket launcher was 
particularly lifelike. The highly dis¬ 
ciplined reaction of the patrol 
averted a possible tragedy." 

The RPG-7 rocket launcher is a 
favourite weapon of the IRA. 
One street in a west Belfast 
nationalist ghetto has been re¬ 
named RPG-7 Avenue by locals. 

Between-some housing estates, 
there are ideal “sniper alleys" 
where gunmen can have an unin¬ 
terrupted view down a 100 -metre 
corridor. 

It is an ideal place to take out 
“the tailend Charlie,” the last 
man going past on an army pat¬ 
rol, before melting back into the 
anonymous backstreets. 

Police realise that peer press¬ 
ure among children can have 
deadly after-effects. 

“The young child obviously 
wants to have a gun that is as 
realistic as possible. He doesn't 
want a water pistol,” the spokes¬ 
man said. 


a thought for the future 


ONE of Man’s long-held ambi¬ 
tions has been to make the desert 
fertile, creating vast new food 
resources for the world’s increas¬ 
ing population. 

The vision remains a fair dis¬ 
tance from reality, but a signifi¬ 
cant signpost is now being erected 
along that road as scientists work 
to convert bareen, coastal salt 
flats into viable crop-growing 
areas. Their strategy is largely to 
adapt crop-strains by genetic en¬ 
gineering to suit the soil rather 
than by trying through chemical 
means to alter the nature of the 
soil itself. 

The project could open up 
huge tracts of hitherto sterile land 
for agriculture and livestock rear¬ 
ing. It is estimated that nearly 
one billion hectares of the world's 
land surface is affected by salt — 
an area roughly the size of 
Canada. 

Abont half the world’s farms 
have been damaged, tbe problem 
being particularly severe in arid 
and semi-arid regions where a 


combination of low rainfall and 
high temperature leads to in¬ 
creasing salinity of soil. In many 
countries large areas of coastal 
plains are never cultivated be¬ 
cause of the high concentration of 
salt. 

Some plants, however, have 
been found to flourish in salt flats 
irrigated only by seawater, and 
scientists have been developing 
superetrains of these over the last 
20 years at the University of 
Arizona's Environmental Re¬ 
search Laboratory. 

A group of researchers from 
the American institution now 
runs a farm for the ruler of. 
Sharjah, one of the seven United 
Arab Emirates, on 40 hectares of 
salt flats at Kalba near the Straits 
of Hormuz. Their work could 
have a dramatic impact on agri¬ 
culture in the Gulf region. 

Despite a 30 per cent salinity in 
the soil, the researchers have 
succeeded in raising a crop of 
salcomia, also known as saltwort, 
a succulent once eaten widely In 
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Europe until cultivated spinach 
became a dietary preference. 

Salcomia is a botanical eccen¬ 
tric. It thrives on salt, ft bathes 
happily in sea water — and it 
feeds farm animals as well as 
conventional fodder. 

Sixty pure-bred Damascus 
goats were tried out on a diet of 
salcomia at Kalba earlier this 
year. Apparently the goats had 
no complaints. They gained as 
much weight from salcomia hay 
as they had from more orthodox 
fodder. The Arizona researchers 
are now hoping for a similar 
reaction from sheep. 

The importance of this work 
for the Guff's future agriculture 
lies in the researchers’ claim that 
a single hectare sown to salcomia 
could rear up to 20 goats or 
sheep. 

With salt flats stretching from 
Abu Dhabi in the UAE to 
Kuwait in the north, the region's 
potential for livestock farming is 
considerable. To carry the pro¬ 
ject forward, research teams have 
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surveyed other areas of Sharjah 
and around 2,000 hectares of land 
in Abu Dhabi. 

Other salcomia-growing trials 
are faking place in Kuwait and 
Egypt, and one is also planned 
far Saudi Arabia. 

The salcomia strain now being 
used in places like Kalba. de¬ 
veloped by the U.S. Environmen¬ 
tal Research Agency, is for com¬ 
mercial reasons a closely-guarded 
secret. But fafure growing in 
saline soils may focus increasingly 
on conventional crops specially 
adapted to improve their toler¬ 
ance to salt. 

In the long term, such crops as 
wheat, cotton, rice, barley, sugar¬ 
cane and pulses may be per¬ 
suaded to grow in salt marshes. 

Already the British Overseas 
Development Administration is 
funding an international effort 
among research institutions in 
Britain and Mexico, aimed at 
producing a strain of wheat as 
salt-tolerant as salcomia — Lion 
features. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 Sl Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away ts available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tei. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Taka away avaOabla 

Open dailv 12:00-15-30 
JS:00 -'23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - hear Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

s. Tel: 661922 y 

























Due to speculative trading 

Oil prices tumble sharply 


ECONOMIC NEWS B 


fJU DHABI (R) — Speculative trading in the world 
ob market has sent prices tumbling despite sharply 
IztTier output by key Gulf OPEC states,' industry 
ccurces said Tuesday. 


“AU Gulf states are sticking to 
(OPEC output) quotas, but we 
cannot control eveiything,' said 
eh executive of a state-owned oil 
company in the Gulf who de¬ 
clined to be named. 

Spot market prices for Dubai 
crude, the Middle East ben¬ 
chmark, fell to $14.40 per barrel 
in Tokyo Tuesday, $1.5 below 
Friday’s level. 

The drop was caused by traders 
taking profits from recent gains. 

Prices bad risen by more than 
£5 since November, when the 13 
members of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
iQPEC) agreed to cut output by 
nearly 20 per cent in the first half 
of 1989 to 18.5 million barrels per 
day (b/d). 

Industry sources said OPEC 
output in the first half of January 
was about 19 million b/d, with 
key OPEC producers Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) drastically cut¬ 
ting production. 

“We are sacrificing, we are 
doing what peole are expecting us 
to do... but we are not getting the 
results," the oil company execu¬ 
tive said. 

“Outside of OPEC, people are 
playing with (prices) maybe for 
their own benefit," be said. 

Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s biggest 
producer, pumped an average of 
4.53 million b/d in the first three 
weeks of January, just over its 


new quota of 4.524 million b/d, 
industry sources said. 

In December Saudi Arabia 
pumped 6.6 milli on b/d, accord¬ 
ing to a Reuter survey. 

The sources added that most 
other Gulf producers have also 
reuced output to around quota 
levels. 

Six Gulf producers — Saudi. 
Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran, the 
UAE and Qatar — account for 
two-thirds of total OPEC output 
under the new pact. 

Industry sources say that as 
they depend heavily on oil re¬ 
venue they are eager for the pact 
to hold, to stop prices foiling 
further. 

OPEC's last output pact was 
undermined by quota violations 
by many of its members. Prices 
slumped as a result to as low as $7 
a barrel last year. 

“The signs so for in January 
show that Gulf states are keen to 
adhere to the (quota) agree¬ 
ment,” an industry analyst in the 
Golf said 

“The amounts of oil to be sold 
by producer states in February 
are either lower or at January 
levels," he added. 

Industry sources say Saudi 
Arabia’s export volume to Far 
East customers in February will be 
25 per cent down on January. 

TTiey said Abu Dhabi, the big¬ 
gest producer in the UAE, has 
ordered a 10 per cent cut in 


C delays sanctions 
fainst U.S. exports 


f'M 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
European foreign ministers Mon¬ 
day agreed to impose stiff duties 
cn some U.S. imports but de¬ 
layed putting the sanctions in 
place to give both sides more time 
to resolve a trans-Atlantic trade 
dispute. 

Spain's foreign minister, Fran¬ 
cisco Fernandez Ordonez, 
warned that the 12-nation Euro¬ 
pean Community will levy the, 
tariffs if there is no movement to 
ease the conflict by the ministers’ 
Feb. 20 meeting. 

“We hope the new North 
American administration will 
adopt a more intelligent atti¬ 
tude," he told reporters. 

U.S. officials said they were 
pleased with the Community's, 
decision to delay implementing 
the sanctions. 

“We want to make every effort 
to first contain and then resolve 
this dispute, and this decision... is 
clearly a positive step in that 
direction," said a statement from 
the U.S. mission to the Com¬ 
munity. 

But it also said officials were 
“very concerned” about the 
ministers’ decision to approve a 
list of products “which could 


eventually be the target of... 
counter-retaliation.” 

The dispute was touched off by 
the Community’s decision to im¬ 
pose on Jan. 1 a ban on U.S. meat 
from cattle treated with growth 
hormones. 

The United States retaliated by 
slapping, also on Jan. I, higher 
-tariffs on a variety of products 
from the Community. 

Representatives of the Euro¬ 
pean nations earlier in the month 
agreed on a series of counter¬ 
measures to boost duties to 100 
per cent on U.S. imparts of 
unshelled walnuts and dried fruit, 
including apricots, peaches, 
prunes, apples and pears. 

The European Commission, 
the trading group’s executive 
body, asked the ministers to im¬ 
pose the retaliatory tariffs on 
Feb. 1. 

But Fernandez Ordonez said 
the ministers decided against set¬ 
ting a date so as “not to diminish 
room for manoeuvring we have 
with the new administration’ 1 of 
U.S. President George Bosh. 

The ministers said in a state¬ 
ment they “will take stock of the 
situation” at their Feb. 20 
meeting. 


Recruit scandal widens 


TOKYO (AP) — The bead of 
Japan’s Economic Planning 
Agency resigned Tuesday, be¬ 
coming the third cabinet member 
to step down in less than two 
months because of links to a 
stock-trading scandal or to the 
company involved. 

Ken Harada had chaired a spe¬ 
cial parliamentary committee ex¬ 
amining the scandal until be was 
appointed the country's chief eco¬ 
nomic planner in a cabinet 
reshuffle Dec. 27. 

He resigned from his cabinet 
post Tuesday after news reports 
that he had received regular poli¬ 
tical donations from Recruit Co. 

Harada is the second member 
of the new cabinet appointed 
Dec. 27 to resign because of links 
to the scandal. A member of the 


previous cabinet, finance minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa, also stepped 
down in early December in con¬ 
nection with the affair. 

The nationally circulated news¬ 
paper Asahi Shim bun reported 
Tuesday that Harada had re¬ 
ceived 10,000 yen ($80) a month 
from Recruit for 14 years. In 
addition, a Recruit subsidiary 
donated about 1 million yen 
($8,000) to a Harada fund-raising 
party last August, it said. 

In the stock scandal, Recruit,* 
an information conglomerate, 
made available hundreds of 
thousands of unlisted shares in a 
subsidiary, Recruit-Cosmos, to 
dozens of prominent people. 
They made large profits after the 
stocks were listed for public trad¬ 
ing and rose quickly in value. 


Civil engineer with “MBA" looking for employment. 

15 years experience in the U.S.A. in the fields of design and 
construction of roads and bridges. Licensed in several states 
“P.E." Willing to relocate. 

Please call between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 am. 895446. 
891131, 732241 


February. 

Abu Dhabi has produced about 
the total UAE quota level of 
988,000 b/d in January, die 
sources added. 

Dubai, the UAE’s second oQ 
producer, produced about 
400,000 b/d giving a total UAE 
figure for the month of about 1.4 
million b/d. 

The country's output in De¬ 
cember was two million b/d, 
according to a Reuter survey. 

OPEC, non-OPEC experts 
meet today 

Meanwhile, OPEC and eight 
ofl producing nations which do 
not belong to the group will 
renew a dialogue this week on 
cooperation to curb output and 
buoy energy prices. 

OPEC lias for some time cher¬ 
ished the goal of getting other 
sellers to help it curb production 
so as to be able to charge more 
for ofl. 

London talks Thursday at the 
official level will renew a process 
which was broken off in April. 
The officials will seek a basis fora 
joint ministers' meeting and also 
generate ideas for an accord, 
OPEC sources said. 

“One goal is to prepare the 
path for an OPEC/non-OPEC 
ministers' meeting and maybe 
shape an embryo agreement,” an 
OPEC official said. 

“The main idea is to try to 
arrive at a common view of the 
market and try to reconcile peo¬ 
ple’s positions on how they see 
the market developing in terms of. 
demand, supply and prices,” he 
added. 

Experts from six OPEC coun¬ 
tries — Algeria, Saudi Arabia, 
Nigeria, Indonesia, Kuwait and 
Venezuela—will meet in Vienna 
Wednesday to coordinate the 


OPEC po si ti ons . 

A similar gathering of experts 
from eight non-OPEC countries 
— Angola, Brunei, China, Col¬ 
ombia, Egypt, Mexico, Malaysia 
and North Yemen — wfll also be 
held in London Wednesday to be 
followed Thursday by a meeting 
of both groups. 

Representatives from the U.S. 
states of Texas and Alaska and a 
Soviet observer will attend the 
talks. 

But Britain and Norway, the 
North Sea producers, have said 
they w ill not Britain says market 
forces must set the price of oil. 
But Nigerian sources said at the 
weekend that Britain and Norway 
were almost certainly in contact 
with participants. 

Last April, non-OPEC coun¬ 
tries offered to cut their exports 
by five per cent to help end the 
world (til glut, provided OPEC 
also cut excess supply. 

OPEC divisions, largely stem¬ 
ming from the Iraq-Iran war, 
made that impossible then, but 
on Jan. 1 the group finally intro¬ 
duced new output quotas cutting 
back about 15 per cent. 

A cut by non-OPEC sellers 
mi g ht now depend “on how you 
see the market,” an OPEC, 
source said. “The first thing to do 
is to check both parties’ view of 
the market situation. 1 ’ 

But the official added: “OPEC 
will try to avoid turning the meet¬ 
ing into a bargaining session. 
They won't say, what can you 
offer? It will be more... an 
attempt to find common 
ground.” 

Mehdi Varzi, an oil analyst 
with London brokers Kleinwort 
Grievson, said: “If nothing is 
proposed it might dent the mar¬ 
ket’s positive feeling... the ex¬ 
perts have got to come up with a 
signal to pave the way for a 
further meeting.” 


AMF sues ex-director in Canada 

TORONTO (R)—The Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) has launched 
a suit in Canadian courts seeking $80 milli on in damages from its 
former director general, now a Canadian citizen. Filed last month 
in the Supreme Court of Ontario, tile suit alleges Jawad Mahmoud 
Hashim used the fund’s money for his own benefit in foreign- 
exebange and precious-metal trading. The civil suit also names his 
wife; Salwa A1 Rufrtiee, and son, Jafar Jawad Has him . In 1987 the 
Iraqi-born economist and politician was found guilty in absentia by 
an Abu Dhabi court of 47 counts of criminal breach of trust, 
forgery, use of forged documents and forgery of accounts. The Abu 
Dhabi court sentenced him to 240 years in prison and fined him 
S1.91 million. He was also ordered to pay $80.5 million to the 
AMF, the amount now bring sought in Canadian courts. The fund 
promotes economic development and stability of exchange rates 
among its 21 member states. Hashim was director general of the 
fund from 1977 to 1982 and bad full control of its financial affairs. 

Iraq to hold arms fair In April 

BAGHDAD (R) — Military hardware from around the world will 
gp on display in Baghdad in April when Iraq stages the Gulfs first 
arms fair, Baghdad newspapers have said. They quoted Military 
Industries Minister Hussein Kamel Hassan as saying a total of 61 
firms from 18 nations will take part in the five-day fair, which opens 
April 28. The minister said firms from Eastern and Western 
Europe, China and Latin -America had already said they would 
take part. 

Sharjah reports higher exports 

ABU DHABI (R) — A Sharjah trade executive said the August 20 
ceasefire between Iran and Iraq boosted tire Gulf emirate’s exports 
by 37 per cent in 1988, the official emirates news agency WAM has 
reported. “The increase is due for several factors, mainly the end 
of the Iran-Iraq war and the improvement of local and world 
markets,” WAM quoted Said Ahmad A1 Jarwan, the director of 
Sharjah’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry, as saying. Exports , 
from Sharjah, one of the seven emirates' making up the United 
Arab Emirates, rose to 713 million di rhams ($192 million) in 1988 
from 519 million dirhams ($140 miltion) in 1987, WAM reported. 

Japan to build fast cargo ship 

TOKYO (R) — Japan will soon start development of a gas i 
turbine-powered cargo ship it hopes will be able to reach speeds tip I 
to 100 kilometres per hour, a transport ministry spokesman has 
said. He said a working model of the ship, to be known as the 
Techno Super Liner, would be finish ed within five years and a 
full-scale vessel in about 10 years. Such a ship would take three 
days to travel from Tokyo to the west coast of the United States, 
compared to 10 days by current liners travelling at around 20 knots, 
and would be foster than truck transport to some destinations in j 
Japan, it added. 


Despite surprise higher debt 


World Bank esteems Moroccan economy 


RABAT (R)—Liberal economic 
policies and export success are 
winning Morocco plaudits from 
the World Bank despite a report 
that its foreign debt, one of the 
world’s highest, is even trigger 
than previously thought. 

The bank’s annual list of Third 
World debtors ranked Morocco 
in eighth place at the end of 1987 
with drifts of $22 billion, up from 
$17 billion calculated a year ago 
for end-1986. 

Economic analysts said only 
part of the gap could be explained 
by a foil in the value of Morocco's 
dirham currency against the dol¬ 
lar. Recent finance ministry fi¬ 
gures put total debt at no more 
than $19 billion. 

“These figures have caused a 
bit of a stir. No one really seems 
to be able to explain them,” a 
Western diplomat said. 

But the figures do not seem to 
worry World Bank officials who 
are praising Morocco for briskly 
reviving its fortunes since it had 
to reschedule its debts in 1983. 

“The strides made by Morocco 
in reducing fee imbalances that 
have beset the economy since the 
financial crisis of 1983 can be 
characterised as nothing less than - 
impressive,” Kemal Davis, head 
of the bank's Morocco section, 
said recently. 

One of the few Arab countries 


with no oil, Morocco was hit hard 
by a steep fell in the price of 
phosphate, its main export, and 
sharp rises in the dollar and in 
world interest rates. 

Morocco’s success since stems 
from traditi onal International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) remedies 
of liberalisation and austerity, 
which brought a current account 
surplus of $12 million in 1987. 

The Mack ink, based on better 
trade figures, was the country’s 
first for 13 years, and after a 
record harvest last year a for 
bigger 1988 surplus is expected. 

Some Arab countries such as 
Egypt and Algeria have higher 
debts, but are better off when 
debt is expressed as a percentage 
of gross national product or com¬ 
pared to earnings from exports — 
two measures used by die bank to 
draw up its debtor list. 

As a mark of favour, the bank 
last month lent Morocco $200 
million to help finance measures 
to liberalise trade and promote 
exports. 

“The World Bank badly needs 
a success story and Morocco may 
just provide it," said a diplomat. 
“They like the figures the gov¬ 
ernment is producing.” 

He said cuts in subsidies and 
reorganisation of the tax hase 
reduced the budget deficit to 6.2- 
per cent of gross domestic pro¬ 


duct in 1987. It was on target for 
five per cent in 1988 and 3.2 per 
cent in 1989. 

‘But at what price* 

But some analysts say Morocco 
has moved near the top of the 
World Bank class at too high a 
sacrifice, increasing poverty and 
straining social cohesion among 
the country's 23 million people. 

“The government’s policies 
have undeniably had some suc¬ 
cess, notably increased exports. 
But at what price?” asked Nadir 
Ati of the left-wing daily A1 
Bayane. 

“In the countryside it has been 
to the detriment of soda! equilib¬ 
rium,” he said. 

More criticism 

Other critics say the govern¬ 
ment’s only policy is belt-tighten¬ 
ing to pay debts that will never be 
fully cleared. 

they add that the government 
has neglected investment in pro¬ 
jects which would have made the 
economy less dependent on fac¬ 
tors outside its control. 

“The government has become 
transfixed by reimbursement and 
has left itself a very narrow mar¬ 
gin of manoeuvre,” said profes¬ 
sor Habbab A1 Mallei, an eco¬ 


nomist at Rabat University. 

He said inflation at under three 
per cent and economic growth 
last year of six per cent migh t 
bring joy to international credi¬ 
tors, but masked a fragile econo¬ 
mic base. 

The economy zests on agricul¬ 
ture, which employs 60 percent 
of the country’s workers, tour¬ 
ism, remittances from migrant 
workers, and sales of phosphate, 
used as fertiliser. 

Vulnerability 

"Tire economy is very vulner¬ 
able... (depending) on rain, on 
phosphates, and so on. We must 
also have 'policies which aim to 
exploit the development potential 
of the country," Malki said. 

He suggested more investment 
in labour-intensive industries and 
more redistribution of income to 
stimulate domestic de man d and 
help provide jobs for the 150,000 
youngsters who enter the labour 
market each year. 

Some economic analysts say 
the government is starting to do 
this, having put its own house in 
order. 

“Morocco has lifted the freeze 
on development, projects, but I 
agree the key issue is now how far 
will they be prepared to open 
up," an analyst said. 


Turkish unions predict further militancy 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey lost a 
record 2.85 million work days in 
strikes last year and labour offi¬ 
cials predicted further militancy 
in 1989 if the government does 
not improve pay and conditions. 

“We hope our workers will be 
given their rights otherwise they 
will be moved to go on strike. We 
also hope the government will 
give ns more freedom,” Orfran 
Balaban, a senior official of the 
main Turk-Is Union Confedera¬ 
tion, told Reuters. 

Two-year collective bargaining 
contracts covering 600,000 public 
workers in unions wanting to cut 
shackles imposed by the army 
after the 1980 coup are due for 
renewal early this year. 

Unions in sectors including oil 
and energy, food, arms produc¬ 
tion, sugar, road construction, 
maritime and h anking are se eking 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


OFFICE FOR SALE 


Lufthansa German Airline would like to sell its office 
located at Jordan Intercontinental. Hotel Compound 
Jabal Amman (area 45.8 square meters) if 
interested and for any further information please call 
telephone No. 601744. 


For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Heal Estate at 685342 


Lufthansa 


wage rises of over 100 per cent to 
offeet inflation. 

Official and union statistics 
showed a record 2.85 million 
workdays were lost in 503 strikes 
last year, more than double the 
1.30 million days and 220 strikes 
in 1980 during political upheavals 
that led to the coup in September 
of that year. 

The figures compared with 1.96 
minio n workdays lost in 1987, 
234,940 the previous year and 
1.40 million in 1977. 

“Last year will be remembered 
by workers as the most dreadful 
yet from the viewpoint of labour 
rights in Turkey, Turk-Is head 
Sevket Yilmaz told reporters. 

Yilmaz, whose organisation 
embraces two-thirds of Turkey’s 
tfrrefe millio n unionised workers 
out of a total workforce of 18 
minion, said: “Resistance wfll be¬ 
gin (this year) if wage rises above 
tire current rate of inflation are 
not secured in talks.” 
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purpose and meaning of 
your life on earth. 
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available in different 
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Unions blame conservative 
prime minister Turgut Ozal’s 
Motherland Party, whose five- 
year term ends in 1992, for their 
problems. 

Grievances include inflation, 
now at an eight-year high of 
nearly 90 per cent, a low mini¬ 
mum monthly wage, complex 
strike rules and a ban on unions 
engaging in political activity. 

The Geneva-based Interna¬ 
tional Labour Organisation has 
been critical of curbs on unions in 
Turkey, which applied in April 
1987 tor full membership of the 
European Community. 

The government, fearing a 
strike wave before municipal 
elections set for March 26, agreed 
to a basic 170 per cent wage rise 
over two years for 45,000 coal 
miners in November. 

But all 10,200 workers at the 
major state-run Seka paper firm 
have been on strike since Sept. 6 
to back demands for 270 per cent 


rises. 

Union sources said the average 
salary of a Seka worker was 
equivalent to 35 cents on hour, 
compared with $1.25 in 1980, 
because of the Turkish lira's 
steady decline in value. 

The government in 1988 raised 
the minimum monthly wage by 78 
per cent to the equivalent of $70 a 
month and increased to 18 years 
from 12 the total time union 
leaders could serve. 

Onder Aker, a consultant to 
Yilmaz, said calls for constitu¬ 
tional amendments to labour laws 
by Ozal and parliamentary 
opposition parties produced no 
real changes last year. 

“The demands of employers 
have become the provisions of 
the law over the years. Ozal 
wants to preserve such conditions 
and every day they re main is a 
grin for him,” he told the weekly 
Dateline, published by the mass- 
drculation daily Hurriyet. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA, AMMAN 


REPUBLIC DAY 


To mark the Republic Day of India, a flag¬ 
hoisting ceremony will take place on Thursday, 
January 26,1989, at 10.00 a.m. at the Embassy 
of India, First Circle, Jabal Amman. All Indian 
nationals are cordially invited to attend. 


Cyprus, Malta get EC grants, loans 

BRUSSELS (R)—The European Community (EC) has approved 
five-year development aid packages for Cyprus and Malta worth a' 
total $113 milli on, diplomats said. Both Mediterranean islands 
have association agreement with the EC and are seen as possible 
future candidates for membership of the 12-nation group. The 
diplomats said EC foreign ministers agreed to give Cyprus grants 
and loans totalling 62 million European Currency Unites (ECUS)* 
($70 million). They are intended to benefit both the Greek and 
Ttakisb comm unities on the divided island. Malta wBl receive a 
similar aid package worth 38 million ECUS ($43 million). CypnK 
will be getting less than die 44 million ECUS ($50 million) it 
received under the last programme while aid to Malta will rise from 
29.5 million ECUS ($333' million). Both new packages include 
cash to help set up joint ventures between EC firmsand those from : 
the two islands. 

Turkish-Soviet trade to increase 

ANKARA (AP) — A Soviet embassy official has said Turkey and 
the Soviet Union plan to more than double their-mutual trade" 
volume this year. Viktor Litvinov, the Soviet trade counselor here/ 
told a news conference . that the volume rose to $700 million 
worth in 1988 from $476 million in 1987. He said there were plans. 
to increase the volume this year to $1.5 billion: He also said the two 
countries were striving for a more balanced trade. He said Turkish 
imports from the Soviet Union increased to $300 million, in 2988 
from $170 million in 1987. Turkish imports registered at $400 
million, up from $307 million a year earlier. Litvinov said the 
Soviet Union ordered 12 ships from Turkey this month, air 
SSO-miilion order. He also said that a Turkish construction 
company began to build two health and resort centres in the. 
Caucasus in October. Litvinov said another Turkish construction 
comjMny, Enka, would soon start the construction of a $1,000-bed - 
health centre and the refurbishing of the Petrovsky Trade Centre in ■ 
Moscow. The two projects are estimated to cost around $80’ 
million. / 

HO: Unemployment 
of women stays high 


GENEVA (R) — Unemploy¬ 
ment in many nations declined in 
1987 but women often continued 
to fore worse than men in efforts 
to find work, the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) said 
Tuesday. 

A press release ahead of pub¬ 
lication of the ILO year book of 
labour statistics said jobless rates 
fell in 31 of 48 countries surveyed 
by the Geneva-based U.N. 
agency. 

Among industrial nations, un¬ 
employment rates dropped from 
6.9 per cent to 6.1 in tire United 
States, from 11.7 to 10.6 in Bri¬ 
tain, from 10 to nine per cent in 
Canada and from 12.3 to 11.9 per 
cent in Belgium. , 

Japan’s rate remained stable at 
three per cent, as did Switzer¬ 
land's at 0.8 per cent, the survey 
showed. 


A number of countries experi¬ 
enced an increase although, the 
rises were generally slight- They 
included France where tfre rate 
went from 10.4 to 10.6 per emit, 
Ireland from 183.-40-19 and Italy 
from. 11.1 to 11.9. 

The survey found that women’s 
unemployment rates in 1987 were 
lower than m 1986 although still 
higher than for men. 

Exceptions included Ireland 
(14 per cent for women and 19 
per cent for men), .Malta (three 
and five), Finland (four and six), 
Venezuela (seven and 10), Bri¬ 
tain (eight and 12) and ‘South 
Korea (two and four). 

Japan and Sweden had the 
same three per cent rate for men 
and women, according to the 
ILO, which was set up to prom¬ 
ote social justice and improve 
workers conditions worldwide: 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 



Tuesday, 

Jan. 24, 1989 




Central Bank official rates 




Bor Sen 

French franc 

. 78.4 

78.8 

U.S. dollar 

488.0 490.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder . 

383.8 

236.4 

385.7 

237.6 

Pound Sterling 

868.0 m3 

Swedish crown 

78.1 

78 3 

DctttacbcBHgfc 

266.8 268.1 

Italian fin (for 100) 

36.4 

36.6 

Swiss franc 

315.6 317.2 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

126.6 

128-2 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
tiie London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7795/7805 

1.1855/65 

1.8248/55 

2.0595/0605 

13450/57 

38.20/24 

6.2130/80 

1338/1339 

126.63/73 

6.2300/50 

6.6260/6310 

7.0730®) 

408.10/408.60 


U.S. dollar . 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscfaemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian trancs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns ■ 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 
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BONN (Rj—Wc^ Gennza^-wiU■ begin. ffae defence of t&s Davis 
Gup against promoted Indonerian^ with the same four 

pen who surprisingly sna te fred the team tenps tftie from Sweden 
m December. ’Goachf'N3d PiEc Monday named former WnnWe- 
don champoivBcMmtj5eclcftr T Patrick. Knehnen, TSric Jden and 
Cari-Uwe Steeb side for the work! group tie in 

Karlsmbe on Februaiy-3-5. - - - - ■ '* < }. -J. -' 






1 jl * 4 



all but 


ter secured United’s dash with 
in Satorday*St po rt h ronnd.wfien he netted iris 10th goal of 
tbeseason withaTTth minutebeadflr.Sandwicbed in between was 
a ^ectacutolefefeotitribs from England captain Bryan Robson. 

Iraqi soccer coach sacked .: 

BAjGffliAlfo^ tt fraq sacked national soccer coach Ammou 
Baba Monday after the side performed poorly in first round 
Wod&Ci^ qiiaBfying matches^ Iraqi Football Association (IFA) 
scrarc^ said. They told Renters pat Baba, who coached the Iraqi 
v t cami wh icfe Tpafifiefl for The last' two Olympics, was replaced by 
Jamal orfraqi leajpie champions AJ-Rasheed. Iraq, 

^ mWe^A33 group one, bek Jordan 1A drew 0-0 with Oman and 
lost.2^0 ; tp Qatarinfrret round matches, gaining three points. 
TXJnits'. . - 


l&ND0jN (R)i—Two inquiries were launched on Tuesday into 
TCTiyt^riffiths of Wales and Squtb African S3vino Fran^co/The 


Te^ Griffiths of Wales and Sooth African S3vino Fxandsco. The 
*■ Bettmg .Ofl^ Xioeaisees^AsSocwtkm also told its members to 
withhold paymemtpcndmg their probe into the circumstances 
- sairotnKfing betting. onQrrffiths' >1 victory Monday in the first 
; round of ^a mayor tournament ait Wembley. “We have received 
reports of an unusual pattern of betting on the match, so feel we 
vgipst iOTgsti ^ Tom Kelly. Bookmakers 

Woodayjeported.an unosuaJly large number of wagers forecast¬ 
ing the correct frame score and suspended betting. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Z.V/ CHARLES QOREN 
...AND OMAR SHARIF 
' gwTdbM Mi tmewfen 


SLAM-DA, GAME NYETJ 


", Eoth^vnlnerable. West'deals. 
- NORTH 


opening bid. The rest of the auction 
was all compteeiy natural, although 
rather aggressive. - 



Stanley would never be unfaithful. 
-146*510010731, too honest, but 
mostly he’s too tired!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORO GAME 
' by Henrt Amotd and 8ob tee 


• Uns c r am ble these four Jumble3, 
> ana tatter to each square, to tom 
fetor ordinary words. 


ismoBi 


mm 


fe ag iai 


ESS M 

iiani 

SsSiCTil 



KEEPING tip WITH 
THE JONESES 
MIGHT ALSO IN¬ 
VOLVE ICEEPINS 

up:with these. 


■ Now.arranae the .circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as bub- 
' nested by the above cartoon. 


Printanswer hoteJTH E 


r. Vt.• (Answeretomorrow! 

l ji** 1 *^ LJNGO; BOGUS GOLFER DRAGON 


Australian Open 


Get on down: atthoagfa top class skiers make flashing down the 
maantaiBsSde look effortless, the constant and strain vibration on 
their knees takes a Mow bat steady loO on their ftatnre health. 

Derbyflex: Saving those 


USTER, Switzerland (AP) — An 
invention that keeps skis stable at 
high speed and may reduce bodily 
wear and tear in Alpine siding is 
gamin g recognition by racers on 
the World Cup circuit. 

Ambros Bettosini, a 55-year- 
old Swiss; is the brain behind. 
“Derbyflex,” a device designed 
to absorb much of the vibrations 
p unishing the knees and lower 
back while skiing. 

Bettosini, a ski instructor 
turned businessman, said health 
co nside rations were the original 
motive' behind his invention. 

“I first had the idea for the 
Derbyflex to benefit not the rac¬ 
ers, but the average skier,” he 
said in an interview in this eastern 
Swiss town. “They have little or 
no physical training but they ski 
two to three weeks a year and 
here we have problems.” 

The device absorbs 70 per cent 
of the ski's vibrations, Bettosini 
says. 

Derbyflex features layers of 
polyurethane, a hard plastic, and 
a rubber-like compound. On top 
is a Strip of al uminium , with 
which the sandwich of materials is 
screwed onto the ski, under the 
binding. 

The device is about 1.25 cm. 
high and 61 cm. long. It weighs 
450 grains and retails at $97. 

Bettosinj claims six of the 38 
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as HOROSCOPE 

->• :r —AsCharted By The Carroll Bghter A st rologic a l Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: It is 
time to make changes. Prepare to 
alimiMtA superficial feelings and 
focus on the deeper meaning of life 
and relationships. Finn op the 
good, generous and friendly. Omit 
that which lacks virtue. . 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) 
Financial adjustments are hard but 
necessaiy. Doobfecbeck and be cer¬ 
tain that deals ate on the up and up. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Know your opposition's viewpoint 
before you formulate your ap¬ 
proach. Use diplomacy. Establis h 

mrliwfnlon. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Use 
your humor In advantage. A smile 
wifi bring result*, brighten the day, 
and bring you a touch of romance. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JaL 211 Ambition can get out of 
hand. You may be_ forced to 
eliminate some activities. Use the 
evening for relaxation. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Trust 
your own instincts. A cook calm ap¬ 
proach to life will brfrw gains. Ex¬ 
press your views with darity so 
that everyone understands. 

. VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Curb 
a tendency to argue even though 
you know you ere right. Develop 


more personal time lor rest and 
relaxation. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
Changing your mind can get to be 
■ bad habit. Others may misinter¬ 
pret your intentions. Contact dose 

relatives. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Take care of your health by slow¬ 
ing down to a reaso n a b le pace. 
Romantic desires can be fulfilled at 
a gradual pace. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) Your insight is keoi, but Btec 
away from subjects that you know 
can cause friction. Get along by go¬ 
ing along. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Your competence fe noticed by 
superiors even though rew a rds, 
both verbal and financial, are not 
apparent. Keep up the effort. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Fah. 19) 
Lines of communication may not bs 
dear. Use care in what you say. 
Verbal fighting for peace and quiet 
will never salve the problem. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Recognize your talents, sod put 
them to work. You build for the 
future when you stay clear of self 
doubt. 


THE Daily Crossword b . 


James V. Schick 


Answer. What. they 1 said<whesi they saw the (Stand 
Oanyon-^GORGSr* - . . -- 


ACROSS 
1 Wound 
S Incite 


13 Arrow poison 

14 Burning 

15 Armstrong or 
Sedaka 

16 Church 
section? 


22 Bank sign 
acronym 

23 Arab cloak 

24 Guam capital? 

32 Throat rattle 

33 German one 

34 Mauns — 

36 Taunt 

36 Lome — 

38 Spade and 


39 Yoko — 

40 Suffering 


41 -Amo, —, 1 
low a toss'* 

42 Culture 
medium? 

47 Ebb*. 

48 tor. king 

49 Turk, decree 
62 Entrances 
64 Cereal grain 
57 “Skin” 

condition? 

60 Genesis name 

61 Splits 

62 MKen money 

63 Russians 

64 Air. fox 

65 Headliner'.: .* 

DOWN 

1 Lofty 

2 AS to 
a Trotsky 

4 Zodiac beast 

5 Halt, Zaire 
etc.' 

6 Tie* — 

7 First name hi 
■ mysteries 

8 fietwvg* 

8 Bruts 


mi »■ 


<aaaH aana aaa 


CIBSa TrtBuni W d l» Swfce. Ina. 
AD Right* tesamd 


10 Jacob's eon 

11 Bearing 

12 Too 

14 Gelatin dish 
17 — operand! 
16 Set aside 
Indefinitely 

22 Gratis 

23 Tops 

24 Gas 

25 Down East 

26 Joint 

27 Soma signs 

28 Noise 

28 Tax. shrine 

30 Holiday or 
nose 

31 Impudent 
88 Dtefcans 

character 
37 Quartos tree 
36 Comic Rort 
40 Van person 

43 Stags.in the. 

44 Tristram's 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 




nnnFin nnnn nnnn 
nrinau anna oaani 
nnnnarinnaDnannn 
nn~in nrara nnnran 
nag nnn 

nnnonnnfinnonano 
FiGBona non oono 
nnnng rang ncioio 
nnnn nnn nnnnno 
nDQnnnnnnnnnoon 
nnn non 

onann naa nnna 
nonnnnannnnnnnin 
ruinm nnng nmnn 
nnnn nggg oiooa 


45 Connelly and 
Chagan 
48 Show • 

48 Aaat. river 
50 Hick 
91 IBmtofcsd 


53 Has 

54 Leave out 
65 Guam harbor 
56 Despot 

56 BflcW part 
59 Jofeoa end 


McEnroe up, Navratilova out 


medal winners at the 1988 Olym¬ 
pics in Calgary used Derbyflex. 
The invention gained favour 
mainly for high-speed super-giant 
slalom races after World Cup ace 
Marc Girardelli of Luxembourg 
began using it on the circuit three 
seasons ago. He also used it in 
winning giant slalom silver at the 
1987 world championships in 
Crans-Montana, Switzerland. 

Bettosini charged that many ski 
manufacturers engage in “nega¬ 
tive propaganda” because Der¬ 
byflex competes with their own 
development of vibration absor¬ 
bers. 

But a spokesman for the 
French maker Rossignol, Jean- 
Jacques Bonprad, said the com¬ 
pany has an open mind. 

“We remain an attentive obser¬ 
ver.” he said. “(Bur) we cannot 
accept a new idea on the momen¬ 
tary impresaon of a skier.” 

Acceptance of the device 
among skiers is “not unani¬ 
mous,” he added. 

Bettosini .said there were two 
important points about his inven¬ 
tion. “The first is medical, which 
is for me the most important and 
the second is technical.” 

“It gives people something that 
they can use long after they have 
stopped winning world cup 
races.” he added. 


MELBOURNE (R) — John 
McEnroe has been missing from 
the final stages of a Grand Slam 
tournament for so long be hardly 
knows what to expect. 

But the one-time terror of the 
world's line-judges fe looking in¬ 
creasingly content in Melbourne 
this week. 

His flashes of brilliance are 
becoming more regular and play¬ 
ers like Ivan Lendl, who meets 
the American in the last eight of 
the Australian Open on Wednes¬ 
day, are once again looking over 
their shoulder. 

It is not hard to see why. The 
manner in which McEnroe dealt 
with fellow-American Aaron 
Krick stein Tuesday to book bis- 
pface in the quarter-finals deman¬ 
ded attention. 

Krickstein came into the match 
brimful of confidence after eight 
straight victories and promptly 
broke McEnroe’s serve in the 
first game. 

Irritated by some persistent 
flies, the three-time Wimbledon 
champioQ went 4-2 down and the 
crowd sat back and waited for an 
old-style McEnroe explosion of 
temper. 

It never came. McEnroe 
reached for the fly spray and won 
12 successive points to lead 5-4. 

Having wasted one set point be 
then found himself 4-3 down in 
the tiebreak. 

He recovered once again to win 
it 7-4, wrapped up the match in 
just over two hours and demons¬ 
trated in the process that the 
cobwebs of lag tournament in¬ 
activity are disappearing daily. 

This will be McEnroe’s first 
quarter-final appearance in a 
Grand Slam event since the U.S. 
Open in 1987 and he gives every 
sign that be is relishing his return. 

He gave his first doubles press 
conference for eight years after 
partnering Australian Mark 
Woodforde into the semifinals 
and has attracted by far the big¬ 
gest crowds of the tournament to 
his matches. 

The 29-year-old’s form in the 
past week has convinced the fans, 
and most importantly himself, 
that another big tournament win 
may not be a million miles away. 

“I’m getting dose and doser to 
where I want to be,” admitted 
McEnroe, reflecting on the pros¬ 
pect of another showdown with 
Lendl in what should be a classic 
quarter-final. . 

tioiilcMxrnice to btj able to pull 
off a big win. 

“AQ I could ask for coming 
into the tournament was the 
chance to get to the quarter-finals 
and to play Lendl, to give me an 
idea where I stand. 

“Now that Tm here, though, 
Tm more interested in winning 
the tournament. The job 
wouldn’t be over if I beat Lendl 
and then didn't go on.” 

For a man whose enthusiasm 
for the game had dwindled almost 
irredeemably a couple of years 
ago, such sentiments are proof of 
a renewed appetite. 

Equally impressive, though, 
has been bis on-court demeanour 
for most of the tournament. 

Apart from a tetchy encounter 


with Brod Dyke in the second 
round when he was fined $500 
for verbal abuse, there has been 
little more than the occasionally 
furrowed brow. 

Leopards don't change their 
spots overnight, of course, and 
McEnroe freely admits that all the 
old emotions are still bubbling 
away underneath. The difference 
is that be has learnt how to 
redirect them. 

“In this weather and in a best- 
of-five match it's stupid to waste 
energy that way,” he said. 

“There are times when you 
need to let it out but it's not a 
positive thing in this weather. It's 
just too hot.” 

If the sun keeps shining, and 
the forecast says it will, there will 
be added pressure on McEnroe 
not to blow a fuse. 

Playing the impassive Lendl wflJ 
be the ultimate test of how fare 
he has come. 

Match point doable fault 

Martina Navratilova crashed 
out of the Australian Open quar¬ 
ter-finals Tuesday, serving a dou¬ 
ble fault on match point to hand 
Helena Sukova a thrilling 6-2, 
3-6, 9-7 victory. 

In the last singles match of the 
day Sukova achieved only her 
fourth success against the 


Czechoslovak-born American 
who had never before failed to 
reach the last four here. 

Navratilova served twice for 
the match but Sukova's cross¬ 
court backhand proved the deci¬ 
sive weapon on centre court, con¬ 
tinually leaving the number two 
seed flat-footed. 

At 5-5 in the third set Sokova, 
the number five seed who has one 
of the most powerful serves in. 
women’s tennis, served two aces 
and three double faults but hung 
on to win the game. 

She then wasted four break 
points at 6-7 before surviving and 
breaking Navratilova’s serve for 
the fifth time in the match which 
lasted over two hours. 

Sukova, who helped Czechos¬ 
lovakia win the Federation Cup 
here last month, held serve be¬ 
fore gaining her first match point at 
8-7, 40-30. 

As the centre court held its 
breath Navratilova hit her first 
serve long. Incredibly she netted 
her second in a repeat of die 
mistake on match point which 
gave Steffi Graf her first Grand 
Slam title at the 1987 French 
Open. 

“I was a little bit nervous to¬ 
wards the end. I was trying very, 
very hard not to think about the 
socre,” Sukova said later. 

“It’s a very good win for me 


especially as it was so dose at the 
end. The first time I beat her was 
here in Melbourne. Maybe I 
should come hoe more often.” 

Navratilova was resigned. “I've 
played better but I wouldn’t say I 
was outplayed. I lost too many 
games when I was up.” 

Sukova, who has lost 21 match¬ 
es to Navratilova, beat the world 
number two in their last meeting 
at the eud-of-season women’s cir¬ 
cuit championship last year. 

In the 1984 Australian Open 
semifinals she ended Navratilo¬ 
va's record winning streak of 74 
matches and a bid to win her 
seventh consecutive Grand Slam 
title. 

Sukova now plays unseeded 
New Zealander Belinda Cordwell 
who readied her first Grand Slam 
semifinal by beating Sweden's 
Catarina Lindqvist 6-2, 2-6, 6-1. 

The other semifinal stars world 
number one Graf and Gabriela 
Sabatini of Argentina. Graf beat 
fellow West German Claudia 
Kobde-Kilscb 6-2, 6-3 while 
Sabatini struggled through 
against American Zina Garrison 
64, 2-6, 64. 

Sweden's fourth seed Stefan 
Edbeig overcame a ricked back 
in his match against Australian 
Pat Gash to book a quarter-final 
appointment with Austria’s Tho¬ 
mas Muster Wednesday. 


Orphaned genius blooms 


BIRMINGHAM (AP) — She 
looks so fragile you’d think a 
feather could blow her over, so 
young that some of her peers 
seem of another generation. 

But when France's Surya 
Bonaly takes to the ice, she per¬ 
forms jumps that the great Katar¬ 
ina Witt never even attempted. 

At last week’s European figure 
skating championships, Bonaly, 
the youngest competitor in tbe 
event at 25 years, two months, 
wowed the fens with a free skat¬ 
ing programme that could have 
maited her down as a star of the 
future. 

Sent on to the ice with a burst 
of “Allez, Su” from her team¬ 
mates, Bonaly surprised experts 
by starting her routine with a 
quick combination of triple 
jumps, a feat rarely seen in 
women's or men's skating 

Four minutes later, die per¬ 
formed--her seventh-and last tri¬ 
ple, and- so impressed the judges 
that she moved up from 13th 
place after the figures and origin¬ 
al programme to finish eighth 
overall. 

“I can’t believe this, it’s abso¬ 
lutely fantastic,” said her 
choreographer, Amtick Dumont 
“She didn’t laird too cleanly but 
she’s still a baby. This wqs her 
first major championship and she 
can only get better.” 

Of afl the competitors in tbe 
championships, few could have a 
more unusual background than 
Bonaly. 

Born on the French-speaking 
In dian ocean island of La Reun¬ 
ion in December, 1973, Bonaly 
was rejected as a baby. 


Eight months later, thousands 
of miles away in an orphanage in 
Nice on the French Riviera, she 
was adopted by white Foster pa¬ 
rents who had applied for a non- 
white child. 

“I don't know how I got there 
and I don’t know who my original 
parents were,” Bonaly said. “I 
feel as French as anyone else.” 

Three years ago, French coach 
Didier Gailhaguet spotted Bona¬ 
ly skating in a Nice rink. He was 
overwhelmed by her tenacity and 
enthusiasm, and persuaded her 
parents to move to Paris so Surya 
could have advanced lessons. 

Bonaly, whose long back hair is 
neatly pleated and hasn’t been 
cut since birth, stands just five 
feet tall and weighs 42 kilogram¬ 
mes, a feet she attributes to her 
strict vegetarian diet. 

“It keeps my weight down, and 
it keeps me fit and healthy,” she 
said. 

A former world novice cham¬ 
pion in tumbling, an off-shoot of 
gymnastics, Bonal/s size and 
jumping ability resemble Japan’s 
Midori I to. 

She has already tackled tbe 
sport’s most difficult jumps, bar 
the triple axel, and even per¬ 
formed a back-flip on the ice at 
the exhibition gala which fol¬ 
lowed the European cham¬ 
pionships. 

Although she still lacks power 
and speed, Gailhaguet and | 
Dumont are sure they have a star 
in the making. 

All Bonaly’s training, they say, 
is being directed towards tbe 1992 
Winter Olympic Games in 
Albertville, France. 


sparring 
partner 
quits Bruno 

FOUNTAIN HILLS (R) — 
Heavyweight challenger Frank 
Bruno scored a knockout of sorts 
over the weekend when a spar¬ 
ring partner quit camp because be 
could not take Bruno's punches, 
the Briton’s manager said 
Monday. 

Bruno, in training for a Feb. 25 
title fight in Las Vegas against 
champion Mike Tyson—undefe¬ 
ated m 35 fights — proved to be 
too strong for sparring partner 
and former light heavyweight 
champion Dwight Muhammad 
Qawi, who quit Bruno’s camp 
over die weekend. 

“Frank was just too strong for 
him,” Bruno’s manager* Terry 
Lawless said. “Dwight said he 
was hurting every time he |»ot hit. 
You really can’t blame him.” 

Qawi’s defection leaves Bruno 
with three sparring partners. 
Monday he sparred two ronnds 
with each, bloodying 
heavyweight Terry Armstrong’s 
nose in the first round. In addi¬ 
tion to Armstrong, Bruno is spar¬ 
ring with heavyweight James 
Pritchard and light heavyweight 
Bert Cooper. 

After not fighting for more 
than a year, Bruno appears to be 
shedding the ring rust that has 
accumulated during tbe layoff. 
On Monday his jab began to find 
its mark, snapping his sparring 
partner’s head back with reg¬ 
ularity. 


Peanuts 


WELL, BROTHER OF MINE, I 
6UE5S I'LL GO BACK TO 
JjJHERE I CAME FROM.. „ 
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Salvador rebels ask 
postponement of poll, 

will back new vote 


Mitterrand calm as scandal rocks France 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — In a m^jor shift, El 
Salvador’s leftist rebels have offered to support 
elections if they are delayed for six months and held 
under a revised electoral code that guarantees they 
will be free and fair. 


The Farabundo Marti National 
Front (FMLN) said it was seeking 
postponement of March 19 pres¬ 
idential elections. It suggested 
Sept. 15, Salvadorean independ¬ 
ence day, as an alternate date, 
according to a copy of the rebel 
proposal obtained by Reuters 
Monday. 

The rebels, who have conde¬ 
mned as shams five previous pres¬ 
idential or legislative elections 
since the war broke out, said they 
made the proposal in a bid to end 
a nine-year civil war which has 
cost some 70,000 lives. 

They offered to declare a five- 
day truce for the vote if the army 
undertook to stay in its barracks. 

Initial reaction to the proposal 
was mixed, with some diplomats 
saying it was a step forward and 
some rightist politicians accusing 
the FMLN of merely trying to 


buy time in the lace of a probable 
defeat for the left in March. 

The proposal was given to gov¬ 
ernment officials Monday by Sal¬ 
vadorean Archsbishop Arturo 
Rivera Y Dam as. who met rebel 
leaders in Mexico City Friday. It 
was to be made public Tuesday. 

The FMLN said it was urging 
its supporters in peasant, worker 
and student organisations to back 
the candidates of the Democratic 
Convergence, a coalition of leftist 
political parties, which also has 
ties to the guerrillas. 

Saying the March vote would 
be held under “illegitimate” con¬ 
ditions, the rebels put forth new 
ones. “An electoral process 
under the conditions we propose 
would make possible a perma¬ 
nent political solution to the con¬ 
flict, making a huge contribution 
to peace,” the proposal said. 


To ensure free and fair voting, 
the military should stop all rep¬ 
ression of opposition groups and 
stay in the barracks on election 
day, it said. Salvadoreans living 
abroad — tens of thousands, 
many of them sympathetic to the 
left — should be allowed to vote. 

It also called for a new elector¬ 
al code, with input from the 
Democratic Convergence. It 
voiced support for the Converg¬ 
ence presidential candidate Guil¬ 
lermo Ungo. 

In November 1987 Ungo re¬ 
turned from exile where he had 
led the Revolutionary Democra¬ 
tic Front (FDR), an umbrella of 
the FMLN’s political and di¬ 
plomatic allies. 

The FMLN pledged to respect 
other parties' campaigns, halt its 
often violent campaign to force 
rightist mayors to resign, and 
declare a five-day truce for the 
new election. It said it would 
accept the result as legitimate. 

The FMLN has opposed elec¬ 
tions in the past few years as 
sh ams designed to legitimise the 
U.S.-directed counter-insurgency 
effort. 


Opposition paralyses Dhaka 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — 
Traffic stopped and stores closed 
Tuesday as opposition parties cal¬ 
led a nationwide strike in their 
effort to force President Hussain 
Muhammad Ershad to resign. 

At least 15 persons were in¬ 
jured overnight in Dhaka and 
Chittagong in random violence, 
police said. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, police sources said 
five people were wounded when a 
small bomb exploded in art aban¬ 
doned house in Chittagong, a 
port city 240 kilometres southeast 
of Dhaka. 

Seven other people were in¬ 
jured in street attacks in Dhaka, 
they said. 

Security forces riding in open- 
bed trucks patrolled Dhaka, a 
city of six million people. 

There were no other reports of 
violence, but the city was tense— 
especially in the centre of the 


capital around Dhaka University, 
a perennial hotbed of agitation. 
Students occasionally threw 
stones at police vans, but the 
police did not respond. 

Stones were hurled near the 
campus at a few bicycle-powered 
rickshaws that ignored the strike 
call. About a half-dozen people 
suffered minor injuries, witnesses 
said. 

Thousands of people walked to 
work in the unusually chilly 
weather of 10 degrees celsius. 

Tuesday's strike against 
Ershad, a former army general 
who seized power in 1982, was 
called by the Muslim fun¬ 
damentalist party, Jamaat-e-Isla- 
mi , and by Khaleda Zia, head of 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party. 

Mrs. Zia, whose husband, 
president Ziaur Rahman, was 
assassinated in 1981, has been at 
the forefront of the anti-Ersbad 
campaign launched in November 


1987. 

Ershad's government has been 
largely unharmed by the nearly 
15 months of periodic strikes and 
opposition rallies. 

Another opposition leader. 
Sheikh Hasina, joined Mrs. Zia 
in the strikes for nearly a year but 
in recent months has confined her 
anti-Ershad activities to rhetoric 
and rallies. 

Hasina’s Awami League plan¬ 
ned to conduct rallies later Tues¬ 
day in Dhaka and Chittagong. 
She is the daughter of another 
assasrinated president, Sheikh Mu- 
jibur Rahman, who was gunned 
down with most of his family in a 
1975 coup. 

The opposition parties want 
Ershad to step aside and permit a 
caretaker government to conduct 
new elections. 

Ershad resigned his army com¬ 
mission and was elected president 
in a fraud-tinged election in 1986. 


‘Aquino to ban Marcos return 9 


MANILA (AP) — The govern¬ 
ment has decided secretly to bar 
the return of Ferdinand Marcos’ 
body if the ailing former presi¬ 
dent dies in exile in Hawaii, an 
opposition senator claims. 

Senator Juan Ponce Enrile told 
reporters Monday that President 
Corazon Aquino and her advisers 
reached the decision during a 
recent meeting of the Cabinet 
Crisis Committee. He said his 
source was a cabinet member 
who he refused to identify. 

“The Cabinet Crisis Commit¬ 
tee rendered a judgment that 
Marcos should not be allowed to 
return to the Philippines and, 
even if be should die, that his 
cadaver should not be allowed (o 
enter the Philippines,” Enrile 
said. 

Presidential spokesman 


Teodoro Benigno confirmed that 
the cabinet had discussed what 
action to take in the event Mar¬ 
cos. 71, dies abroad. Asked 
whether the government had 
agreed to bar the return of Mar¬ 
cos’ body, Benigno replied: “I 
will not be dragged into that." 

“National interest is the prim¬ 
ary criterion for making deci¬ 
sions,” Benigno told the AP. 
Marcos has lived in Hawaii since 
a popular uprising toppled his 
authoritarian administration in 
February 1986. 

Aquino has repeatedly refused 
to allow Marcos to return, citing 
national security as the main 
reason. Marcos' was refused per¬ 
mission to come home for the 
funeral of his mother, Josefa, 
who died last May 4. 

Her body remains unburied, 


and Marcos supporters say the 
funeral has been delayed inde¬ 
finitely, pending their leader's 
return. 

Enrile, who served as Marcos’ 
defence minister for 15 years be¬ 
fore helping engineer his down¬ 
fall in 1986, said the decision to 
bar Marcos’ body was made be¬ 
fore the former president entered 
a Honolulu hospital Jan. 15 for a 
third time in tittle over a month. 

He suffered a collapsed left 
hmg last Thursday and was re¬ 
ported later to be in guarded but 
stable condition. At one point 
last week, his lawyers said Mar¬ 
cos was dying. 

A U.S. federal grand jury in¬ 
dicted Marcos, his wife, Imelda, 
and eight other associates Oct. 
21, 1988, on racketeering 
charges. 


Hong Kong's flag, future still 
undecided as deadline nears 


By David Scbiesinger 
Reuter 

HONG KONG — On June 30, 
1997. Britain's Union Jack will 
come down from Hong Kong's 
government house for the last 
time. What will go up in its 
place is as much a mystery as 
the British colony's future. 

The committee writing the 
constitution under which Hong 
Kong will be run after China 
takes back control finished its 
latest meeting by rejecting ail 
the proposed flag and emblem 
designs. 

_ “That's the best thin g we 
did. It was the most successful 
part of the meeting because 
Hong Kong members got their 
ideas across,” said Martin Lee, 
an outspoken proponent of 
democracy for Hong Kong 
who is a member of the com¬ 
mittee. 

China appointed all 55 mem- 
. bers. including the 22 repre¬ 
sentatives from Hong Kong. 

The Hong Kong members 
■ particularly disliked the design 
that got the most votes. The 
top two-thirds was China 's flag 
of yellow stars on a red back¬ 
ground. The rest was a white 
stripe for the Shenzhen River 
that separates Hong Kong 
from south China and a green 
stripe representing the terri¬ 
tory. 

The committee decided to 
send a blank page instead of a 
'Sag design to Peking, where 
the second draft of the law will 
go before the standing commit¬ 
tee of file National People’s 


Many people in Hong Kong 
wish there were a few more 
blank pages in the document. 


The committee writing the 
Basic Law, the formal name 
for the constitution, has been 
meeting for three years debat¬ 
ing issues both weighty and 
trivial. 

At its last meeting, which 
ended recently, it put in a 
clause saying Chinese medicine 
should be promoted in Hong 
Kong after 1997. 

More important to most resi¬ 
dents, it decided that the ear¬ 
liest Hong Kong could have 
full democratic elections would 
be after 2012, and then only if 
the territory's legislature, chief 
executive, China's National 
People's Congress and 30 per 
cent of eligible voters in Hong 
Kong all agreed. 

“I think democracy is dead 
in Hoag Kong,” Lee said in an 
interview. 

Democracy has never really 
been alive in the colony. 

Hong Kong has been ruled 
by a governor appointed by 
Britain who bas absolute pow¬ 
er under letters patent issued 
by Queen Victoria in the 19th 
century. 

Until recently be named all 
members of the legislature. 
Now there are some members 
elected by various profession¬ 
al groups, like doctors and 
lawyers. 

China raised hopes by saying 
that Hong Kong would be 
ruled by Hong Kong people 
after the takeover. 

“Everybody now realises 
China is going to write any¬ 
thing it wants into the Basic 
Law. There is an emerging 
consensus that China will have 
its way," said Jonathan Slone, 
Asia research director for 


Brokerage CL-Alexanders 
Laing and Cruickshank. 

For many residents, the con¬ 
stant television pictures over 
the past three years of the 
drafters trooping in and out of 
conference rooms without 
much result has caused bore¬ 
dom and helplessness. 

Even after the drafting com¬ 
mittee used a slick television 
advertising campaign to stimu¬ 
late comments on the first 
draft, only 7.900 of Hong 
Kong's 5.5 million residents 
responded. 

Frank Ching, a political 
commentator, said: “It’s not a 
lack of political consciousness. 
It’s the reality that people just 
don't have a say. If you don’t 
give people a choice you can't 
get them involved.” 

Hong Kong residents will 
have one last formal chance to 
comment on the constitution 
before China passes the final 
version in March 1990. 

But many are already mak¬ 
ing their comment, quietly, by 
leaving the colony. The gov¬ 
ernment estimates 45,000 left 
Hong Kong to live in other 
countries in 1988. Many 
analysts say the figure is much 
higher. 

“Emigrating is a much more 
effective protest than any pub¬ 
lic demonstration," Slone said. 

“Hong Kong people will just 
pack up and go — those who 
can,” said Lee. He said he 
would continue to work cm the 
drafting committee, however. 

"The most important thing is 
to give people some hope,” he 
said, “but after this round (of 
meetings) it seems there is 
none.” 


PARIS (R) — President Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand, facing the 
worst political scandal since 
French agents sunk the Green¬ 
peace ship Rainbow Warrior, 
has denied all knowledge of a 
report linking a dose friend 
with an insider trading scandal. 

Mit te rr a nd went to a Paris 
theatre Thursday evening as 
France's televiaon news began 
their boUetins with the alleged 
involvement in the scandal of 
his friend of nearly 50 years, 
Roger-Patrice Petal. 

The 72-year-old Socialist 
president denied he had re¬ 
ceived a report telling him that 
Petal had bought 50,000 shares 
in U-S. company triangle in¬ 
dustries shortly before it was 
acquired by state-owned 
French firm Pechiney in 
November. 

“Like yon, I find things oat 


by reading the newspapers,” 
Mitterrand told reporters, 
adding he was remaining «■»*»»» 
about the insider shate dealing 
affair, dubbed “Pechingate” 
by the French raetfia in a refer¬ 
ence to the American Water¬ 
gate scandal. 

The row has ahneady claimed 
Finance Minister Pierre Bere¬ 
govoy’s chief of staff, Alain 
BoobtiL He resigned last Fri¬ 
day, saying he wanted to dear 
bis name over charges that be 
may have leaked news of the 
takeover. 

Political scandals in France 
are relatively commonplace but 
political analysts said 
“Pechingate” was the most se¬ 
rious dnee France ordered the 
1985 sinking in New Zealand erf 
the flagship of the environmen¬ 
tal grwp Greenpeace. 

“So here we go again. 


France Is one more time 
aobroSed in “afihires”, wrote 
Andre Fontaine, pnbtoher of 
the respe ct ed daky Le Monde, 
in a front page article Monday. 

Le Monde, traditionally dose 
to the government, caused poli¬ 
tical uproar Saturday with an 
arti cle alleging Petal or his sou, 
who has the same first name, 
had netted about $1.8 nriffio n 
from the triangle share deal. 

In 1985, the Greenpeace 
seriously damaged the 
socialist government's credibil¬ 
ity abroad and Defence Minis¬ 
ter Charles Herns resigned in 
the wake of revelations that the 
French secret services bombed 
the ship, trifling one man. 

Opposition conservatives, 
fearing their own political 
skeletons may be dragged out 
of cupboards, have been slow to 
attack Mitterrand less than two 


mfln tfwi before load elections. 

Bat AErin Juppe, head of the 
neo-Ganffist RPR Party, told 
French radio: ‘T wonder if the 
Socialists are begmningfco show 
France has the most cor* 
nipt left fa the world,” be said, 
juiifing it was Ironic that Mit¬ 
terrand bad always declared an 
aversion to money. 

“I win state quite frankly 
that he is surrounded by 
friends who have a real affec¬ 
tion for money. That’s a prob¬ 
lem for France's political life, 
bat also for the image of France 
abroad,” he said. 

Peiat, who often accompa¬ 
nied Mitterrand on incognito 
strofls through the streets of 
Pars dgriiwerf to discuss his 
alleged involvement in the scan¬ 
dal with journalists camped 
outside his Paris home Monday 
evening. 




Argentine rebels surrender 


Belgian 
premier’s 
identity card 

BRUSSELS (R) — Kidnappers 
of former Prime Minister Paul 
van den Boeynants sent a Belgian 
newspaper his identity card Tues¬ 
day with a note saying he would 
be freed once their ransom de¬ 
mand was met. 

A journalist at Le Soir news¬ 
paper said the posted letter also 
contained a note apparently writ¬ 
ten by van den Boeynants saying 
he would make a statement after 
his release. 

The typed note from the kid¬ 
nappers said: “He will confess, 
we have recorded his confession. 
He will reappear free before the 
people once our demands are 
met." 

The note was signed by the 
Socialist Revolutionary Brigade 
(BSR), a previously unknown 
group that claimed the kidnap of 
van den Boeynants within a day 
of his disappearance 10 days ago. 

The note apparently written by 
van den Boeynants said he bad 
undertaken to give a significant 
cash sum to organisations helping 
the pooF within six weeks of his 
release. 

The letter to Le Soir followed 
an appeal by the state prosecutor 
to the kidnappers Sunday for 
proof that they were holding van 
den Boeynants and that he was 
still alive. 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Four¬ 
teen civilian commandos who 
held off hundreds of soldiers and 
police all night surrendered Tues¬ 
day morning, a day after gonbat- 
tles raged at a military base, an 
official report said. 

The 13 men and one woman 
walked out of a building that had 
been virtually destroyed by tank 
and mortar fire the day before at 
a base on the outskirts of the 
capital, the government news 
agency Telam reported. 

Most of the commandos were 
shirtless, and one waved a white 
shirt indicating to soldiers they 
should not fire. 

The woman was wounded and 
carried by two comrades. 

The commandos were im¬ 
mediately taken into custody, and 
soldiers entered the officers' club, 
which the co mmand os bad used 
as their base of operations during 
the military assault, Telam re¬ 
ported. 

It was unclear if other com¬ 
mandos remained inside, or were 
nearby. Nor was it immediately 
known whether missing soldiers 
known to have been on the base 
at the time of the commando 


attack were being held hostage. 

Shooting between soldiers and 
commandos on the base erupted 
three times Tuesday morning, at 
4:40 a.m. (0640 GMT), one hour 
later, atiH again at 8:30 a.m. 
(1030 GMT} — about one-half 
hour before the 14 surrendered. 

Four soldiers and one police¬ 
man were killed after the com¬ 
mandos assaulted- the base at 6 
a.m. (0800 GMT) Monday, and 
43 were shot-and wounded, as 
were four civilians, officials said 
Tuesday morning. 

Carlos Becerra, secretary 
general to President Raul Alfon- 
sin, said Monday evening that at 
least 20 commandos were killed. 

The revolt began early Monday 
when an estimated 30 to 50 com¬ 
mandos used a stolen delivery 
truck to crash through the main 
gate of the 3rd infantry regiment 
in La Tablada. 

A soldier crushed by the truck 
was the first casualty. 

The commandos’ apparent 
goal, according to a high military 
official, was to steal weapons 
from the regiment’s armory and 
flee. But they underestimated die 
number of officers and men — 


Gandhi bounces back after 
humiliating defeat in south 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, whose 
Congress (I) Party was humili¬ 
ated in a state assembly election 
in southern India Monday, 
bounced back Tuesday with con¬ 
vincing wins in two northeastern 
states. 

In Nagaland, on the Burmese 
border. Congress had won 31 of 
the 52 seats declared with seven 
more results to come. In nearby 
Mizoram, the nationally ruling 
party had captured 22 of the 39 
seats declared with only one more 
resalt to come. 

Santosh Mohan Dev, Congress 
campaign manager in both states, 
portrayed the victories as a per¬ 
sonal triumph for Gandhi. 

“(Gandhi's) liberal, wester¬ 
nised image was an important 
factor. He has proved to be an 
important vote-catcher here if no¬ 
where else,” he said. 

However welcome for Gandhi 
and Congress, victories in the two 



Rajiv Gandhi 

small border states — both mili¬ 
tarily sensitive but politically in¬ 
significant — could not compen¬ 
sate for Monday’s debacle in 
Tamil Nadu, where Congress 
trailed behind two regional par¬ 
ties. 

Despite an enthusiastic person¬ 
al campaign by Gandhi, final 
results there gave the Tamil- 


Serial killer dies in Florida chair 


STARKE, Florida (R) — Serial 
killer Theodore Bundy, Amer¬ 
ica’s most notorious death row 
inmate, died in Florida's electric 
chair Tuesday after confessing to 
the murders of nearly two dozen 
young women, witnesses said. 

After nearly 10 years of impris¬ 
onment, Bundy, 42, was put to 
death at around noon GMT at 
Florida state prison for the 1978 
murder of a 12-year-old girl. 

Bundy, a handsome law-school 
dropout believed to have 
charmed his way into the confi¬ 
dence of his victims before killing 
diem, was executed only hours 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
denied a last-minute request for a 
stay. 

Bundy, whose murder acts in¬ 
spired a television film and a 


half-dozen books, refused his last 
meal of steak and eggs and spent 
his final hours praying with a 
Methodist minister in the “death 
watch” cell only 10 metres from 
Florida's three-legged electric 
chair, prison officials said 

He spoke by pbone with his 
mother in Tacoma, Washington 
state, but received no visits from 
family members. 

Around 150 pro-death penalty 
demonstrators were on hand out¬ 
side the prison walls as Bundy 
was led to the death chamber and 
strapped into the chair nicknamed 
"old sparky.” 

A neon sign on top of a truck 
near the prison said “Bundy, fry 
in hell." A few hundred metres 
down the road, a vendor was 
doing a brisk business selling 


“burn Bundy burn" T-shirts. 

After nearly a decade of si¬ 
lence, Bundy spent his final days 
meeting with investigators from 
five Western states and detailing 
his long-suspected murder ram¬ 
page there in the 1970s. 

Bundy, who was convicted of 
three murders in Florida, confes¬ 
sed over the past weekend to 
tailing at least 22 young women. 
He had long been the prime 
suspect in nearly three dozen 
unsolved murders and disappear¬ 
ances. 

Prison officials said Bundy, 
normally cool and confident, 
showed tearful remorse for the 
first time as be confessed to the 
killing s. 

California religious broadcas¬ 


ter James Dobson, who was given 
a one-on-one interview with Bun¬ 
dy on the eve of his execution, 
said the condemned murderer told 
him his murder spree was in¬ 
spired by an addiction to hard¬ 
core pornography as an adoles¬ 
cent 

"He did say that was the fuel 
for the fantasies that led him to 
do these horrible things, and his 
concern is that other people out 
there are falling victim to the 
same things and that innocent 
women and children are going to 
be affected by it,” Dobson told 
reporters after a one-hour session 
with Bundy. 

Bundy's mood was tense and 
subdued as he waited in his cell 
under 24-hour guard. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


'Karate expert killed Solidarity priest’ 

WARSAW (R) — A pro-opposition Polish priest found mur¬ 
dered Saturday had his back broken and appeared to have been 
killed by a karate chop from a man skilled in combat techniques, a 
church official said Tuesday. Zdzislaw Krol, an official of the 
Warsaw Archdiocese, said an autopsy showed that Father Stefan 
Niedzelak, 74, a nationalist and supporter of several opposition 
groups including the banned SoHdarity trade union, died of a 
single blow that broke his spine. He was also badly beaten and 
bruised and had a broken nose and several nails tom from the 
fingers of his left hand. “The lawyer Jan Olszewski who attended 
the autopsy said the broken spine looked as if it had been caused 
by a single karate chop by a strong individual versed in combat 
techniques who knew where to place the fatal blow," Krol said. 
Niedzelak's killing, just as Solidarity and the communist govern¬ 
ment are moving rapidly towards talks on national reconciliation, 
caused concern among the opposi ti on. 

New ways AIDS can be spread 

NEW YORK (R) — The AIDS virus may be spread through 
acupuncture or oral sex, methods which had not been previously 
recognised, according to two letters in this week's New England 
Journal of Medicine. While the writers acknowledged that the 


individual cases they reported were extremely rare, they said 
health professionals and the general public should be made aware 
of the possibility of AIDS transmission thro ugh such means. 
Doctors from two hospitals in France wrote to the journal about a 
17-year-old boy who tested positive for the human immunodefi¬ 
ciency virus (HIV) after undergoing acupuncture for tendonitis he 
developed playing rugby. “The patient had never had sexual 
intercourse. He did not have hemophilia and had never had a 
(blood) transfusion,” they wrote, mentioning the most common 
ways AIDS can be spread. “He was not an intravenous drug user 
had no tattoo and had not been in jail.” 9 

Man tries to burn Vatican painting 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — A man in a wheelchair attempted to 
set fire to a 16th century painting by the master Raphael in the 
Vatican museum Tuesday, Vatican officials said. Museum guards 
held the man, quickly put out a march he was holding, 
any damage to the masterpiece, Vatican spokesman Joanuirr 
Navarro said. The most serious vandalism against a Vaticanwork 
of art occurred in 1972 when Hungarian-born Laszlo Toth 
tottered Michelangelo's famed Piera with a hammer inside-Samt 
Peters Basilica. Toth, who screamed “I am Jesus Christ” : as'he' 
attacked the statue, broke off the Madonna’s left aim and veil and 
dented the left side of the race. ana you ana 



about 100 — who had remained 
on the base instead of leaving it 
for the weekend. 

The soldiers immediately be¬ 
gan shooting, and when Buenos. 
Aires provincial police sur¬ 
rounded the base, the comman¬ 
dos were trapped. Many of the 
soldiers on the base ran to safety 
after the counterattack began in 
earnest. 

The commandos did not iden¬ 
tify themselves or state their mo¬ 
tives. 

But a woman who called the 
independent news agency Dianas 
Y Noticias said she was part of 
the. commando group.and 
claimed that it had acted to pre¬ 
vent a military coup. 

“It was to defend democracy 
and now they’re massacaring us,” 
said the woman, who would not 
identify herself. “Please, do 
something.” 

Military officials and govern¬ 
ment spokesmen, including 
Alfonsin’s press secretary, Jose 
Ignacio Lopez, said the comman¬ 
dos were leftist guerrillas and not 
soldiers or members of a right- 
wing group. 


dominated Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) 148 seats, 
another local group, the 
AIADMK, 27 and Congress 26. 

The defeat, far greater than 
even Gandhi's most candid critics 
had foreseen, almost certainly 
mean India’s general ejections, 
which must be held by Decem¬ 
ber, will be put off until the last 
moment. 

' It also restores the entire south 
of India to opposition control and 
might confront Gandhi with a 
leadership of India's 50 million 
Tamils opposed to bis policy to¬ 
wards the Tamil problem in 
neighbouring Sri Lanka. 

By contrast, the victories in 
Nagaland and Mizoram have lit¬ 
tle face value. 

Both states have small popula¬ 
tions and both are far from the 
Hindu heartland of north and 
central India that Gandhi and 
Congress must retain to win the 
general election. 


‘GodoF cast 

may reunite .. ; > 

NEW YORK (AP) — Comedian 
Robin Williams says be never 
worked so hard, for so little, so 
few and so much fun as whenfre 
starred in “Waiting for Godot” 
And he's certain he’ll do it again. 
The Samuel Beckett play Was 
sold out in last year’s short run at 
a small Lincoln Centre Theatre, 
and there havefreen reports that 
the cast — Williams, Steve Mar¬ 
tin, Bill Irwin and F. Murray 
Abraham — would reunite to 
capture “Godot” on film or. 
videotape. “All the planets have 
to be in convergence and 'all of 
the agents have to be oul the,, 
phone on the same date,” Wil¬ 
liams quipped in a recent inter¬ 
view. 

Ail you need . . . . 
is capitalism 

LONDON (R).— Four days be¬ 
fore becoming the first Western 
rock star to. take part in- a live 
phone-in to the Soviet Union, 
Paol McCartney renounced Tils 
youthful pro-communist views 
and said he was all for capitalism. 
The former Beatle, in an inter¬ 
view Sunday with Britain's 1 
domestic news .agency, delivered 
a message of peace and spoke of 
his hopes for the success of. 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s glasnost 
policy of increased openness. 
“When Gorbachev started his - 
glasnost, -a lot of us over here 
thought “great, anything I can do 
to show him from this side of the 
fence that we like, what he’s doing 
and the moves he’s making would 
be good;” he' told the Press Asso¬ 
ciation. McCartney* 46, Thursday 
becomes the first Western rock 
star to take part in a live radio 
phone-in to the Soviet Union. It 
will be transmitted by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

Brown gets 
6-year sentence 

AUGUSTA, Georgia (R) — Singer 
James Brown, the “godfather of 
soul,*' was sentenced 
Monday to six years in jail after 
pleading guilty to charges stem¬ 
ming from a high-speed car chase 
in parts of two states. The new 
sentence is to run concurrently 
with a six-year term he is already 
serving in South Carolina for the 
same incident. Brown, whose leg¬ 
al problems resulted from a chase 
across the Georgia-South Caroli¬ 
na border last year, was also fined 
$1,000 by Judge Gayle Hamrick. 
Brown, 55, one of the top-selling 
singers in -popular music, has 
been serving time at a South 
Carolina prison since he was sent¬ 
enced in December for'trying-to; 
run down two police officers dur¬ 
ing the chase. 

Venezuelan owns 
original Rafael 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — 
An original self-portrait by Ita¬ 
lian renaissance painter Rafael, 
valued at about $100 million, may 
be owned by a Venezuelan while 
a near-perfect copy hangs in the 
Uffizi gallery in Florence, an lta- 
lian art expert said. The president 
of the Museum of Art in Urbino, 
Italy, Nicolo Nicosia, reaffirmed 
his conviction that the portrait of 
Rafael owned by Venezuelan art: 
collector and horse-race announ¬ 
cer Eloy Perez Alfonso is: the 
original and that the painting in 
the Uffizi gallery is a copy. “I am 
100 per cent positive that it is 
authentic. The painting in the 
Uffizi is a copy of this one,” 
Nicosia told a press conference ' 
Thursday. His remarks were pub¬ 
lished in Caracas-based newspap- 
ers Friday. Nicosia said that the 
painting hanging m the Uffizi - 

may be one of two copies made of - 
the onginal that may have been - -- 
painted by an assistant of Rafael, 
Julio Romano. Nicosia caused a 
commotion in Italy late last .year 
when he first announced liis find¬ 
ing after "having semi the'painting ~ 
two years ago. 

Test-tube quins, 
quads born same day 

SYDNEY (R )_-— Test-tube quin¬ 
tuplets and test-tube quadruplets 1 ' 
were born on the same day at die 
same hospital in western Austra¬ 
lia. The quintuplets —— four girls - 
and one tx>y— were delivered by - - 
caesarean section- at about; 9:20- 
p.m. at the King Edward Memo¬ 
rial Hospital for women in Perth- - 
The quintuplets, conceived by., 
m-vitro femEsatioa (IVF)i are-- 
the first such births in Australia, 
IVF quadruplets -- three boys 
and a girl — were .born" at 9:45' 
a -in. at diesame hospital: - 

now reducing the number of • 
emlayos -we.-traaHier,' knowing - 
fliat there is'aVcbhsistehtly high, 
pregoancy rate with these pxoce- 
oufoff and teduaques^sajd John 

Portn’i Pivtt- -J^ficaf^Qafife^- 
where.the IVFprQcedure.was 
earned put. -t. tXr \ Si? 
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